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tion — the Proteſtant Churches by the Papiſts. 
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8 | Advertiſement. 


0 avoid ſome larger Chaſms or le 
=. terruptions in the Diſcourſe, the 
= 2 Figures direct the Reader toth 
Qoctations at the end thereof; there bei 

no Table, nor any accurate Method, in 
= hopesno Diſeuſt may be taken at any Par 
bot it, before ag "EI be ' candidly Pe. 
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Religious L AIT X 
| OF THE 
Church of ENGLAND: 


Either this Humble Advertiſement, nor the Diſ- 
| courſe whereunto it moſtly relates, may preſume 
to Addreſs it ſelf to my Spiritual Fathers, 
who can have no Inſtruction therein; Nor to 
any of my Civil Superiors, who ha ve( i Domeſticꝶ Chaplains; 
nor yet to any of you, Reverend, or Honour'd Sirs, direct- 
| ly, except my Juniors only: And to them, chiefly, with an 
intent ion of furniſhing them with a' very choice Collecti- 
on of the Learned and Pious Authors, who will at large 
vindicate what I here undertook briefly to prove. 
| The chief Occaſion of Preaching, and farther Publiſhing 
' this Sermon, was my being inform d, once and again, that 
the late confident Heretick s Papers did lie open at a Sta- 
tioners in the Tawn there; and that a wretched Umbrage 
might the rather. be. taken thereat, by ſome miſgnided 
Neighbours, upon their not knowing that the Synod pruden- 
rally proceeded therein, as far as the Law permits them. 

8 E A 2 Wedneſ- 


> 44 | 

Wedneſday, the Eleventh of June, being the Feaſt if jy, 
Holy Apoſtle St. (2) Barnabas; and hapning to be the jg 
folemm Day in the Pentecoſtal (3) Ember Week, ancienth 
ſet apart, with Prayer and Faſting, as the reſt are, 4 
preparatory to the Ordination of MAiniſters; and it being 
| El, their »ſual Lecture Day; I embraced the Opportunity 
of ſpeaking my Mind ſo ſeaſonably there; and wa: emby|. 
den d to ſend it to the Preſs, upon its being then approyy 
enough by the Reverend Vicar and School-Maſter, 2˙ ſony 
other Intelligent Perſons: One of which freely wiſh'd it ha 

been Delivered upon the Lord's Day, iu 4 full Audience, 
And the Truth is, one can expect little real Benefit fron 
the Leftures, as they are generally neglected; bringing on. 
ly a Neighhouring Paſtour, in his Turn, to the Place, a. 
tended there not often by many more than thoſe Friends ad 
Relations that affect him: Whereas, were it turd into 4 
Catechetick Lecture, or Expoſition by the Miniſter, every 
Wedneſday or Friday, the Litany Days, in popul 
Towns; (where $ermons have moſt ſhamefully j uitled an 
Catechiling( and the Youth were then well Inſtructed { 
and Examined therein, (which cannot be ſo well done on the 
| Lord's Day there). What a bleſſed Advantage would it 
be to the Place itſelf 5, and to the Church in general? Tie 
reſpective Paſtours would have better Knowledge of, and 
much more Comfort in their Flock, in the diſcharge of that 
moſt Beneficial Duty: Nor would the Papiſt then gain one 
Proſelyte more; much leſs the Arian; (who formerly had 
uo Catechiſm) nor the other err ing oettaries any deceiy' 
PTV ( ĩ / tec 
Nom it were heartily to be wiſh'd that ſome Pious Souls 
would ſoon think of (4) Erecting them another Church ir 
Chappel, that might receive Three or Four Hundred oj ind 
Jahabitants 3 which might be ſerv'd Gratis, were the Re- 
venue of the School reſtor' d: And let us remember, my 
\ Brethren, where you are bleſs'd with the Example of truly 
Pions and Charitable Gentlemen, in your Pariſh, that vi 
tan never Eſteem them too much; and themſelves will ont 
Day | fiad that their Picty and Charity will bs a laying 1 
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The PREFACE. ii. 
themſelves Treaſures in Heaven: Whilſt they ſhall ſo 

Wn you ro Preach againſt Sin and Folly, Matth. vi. 

Wi: have a common Saying, that, To convince an Here- 


is next to a Miracle: Ter have I preſum d to offer 
ne ſome jarther Arguments in orde; to their Converſion 3 
fle exhibited the Example of the Learned (5) Fore- 
l. ner of theſe Reaſoners in Matters of Faith, in his Re- 
cation of That, and all his conſequent Errors: And 
m juitly muſt they do liłewiſe, whoſoever ſhall well obſerve 


the Quomodiſtæ (as 4 Learned Foreign Divine, of 


the Ancients, that Diſcourſe about that Error in Points 
Faith 3 St. Cyprian terms it Incredulitatis indicium; 


w/e; (6) Juſtin Martyr earneſtly defends the 


0 4 ity, but adviſeth all againſt à Curious Scrutiny; ae 
ey aging be can't any way Underſtand zt ;! and St. Baſi] 


em ſilently Adore ; St. Ambroſe /ays, © The Myſtery 


oi hereof is above the Capacity of the Cherubim and Sera- 
ſo him? St. Gregory Nazianzen /ikewi/e ſays, The An- 


but bids ut alſo humbly Adore; St. Cyril aſeth Atha- 
us's Expreſſion Ne jaterrogetis Quomodo ? And 
it. Auguſtia ſpeaks ſmartly againſt *em all, has been 
latically ſaid : And pious Bernard humbly ſays, Næc 
5 quz Fidem neceſſario exiguat, Rationem omhin@ 
admittunt. Nolite itaque, nolite quzrere Quomo- 
at; nolite dubitare utrum fiat; 8 
ud our Sacred (7) Poet, /peaking of the Trinity and 


ouls Wii's Incarnation, ſaith thus, moſt piouſly, in the Perſon 
hr Lord, againſt the Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews: 
the £ | : 


4 
— 


IF L The Sacrifice. } 

en they accuſe me of reat Blaſphemy 
That I did thruſt 45 the Deity, : 
Who never thought that any Robbery. 


laſt Age. calls them) are moſt ſolemily Condemned by. 
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[ ungratefulneſs. J 
Thon haſt but two Rare Cabinets full of Treaſure, 


.. The Trinity and Incarnation ; 
The Statelier Cabinet is the Trinity, 
- Whoſe ſparkling Light Acceſs denies : 
And the Juſt (8) Imitator thereof admoniſheth us, n 
*, pionſly likewiſe, ſaying, 


| L Trinity-Sunday. ] 
Stay, buſie Soul, preſume not to Enquire, 
Too much of what Angels can but Admire, 
* "And never Comprehend: nth : 
The Trinity all Reaſon doth Tranſcend. 


Who moſt admireth, magnifieth mo#t « 
And who moſt Magnifies, beſt Underſtands. 
And ſpeaking of the Wiſe-Men, be ſaith, 


L The Epiphany. ] 


Tho? Strangers, His Reſplendent Rays 
Of Majeſty Divine have ſpy' d, 
Sold, Frankincence, and Myrre they (9) give; 
And Worſhipping Him plainly ſhew, | 

That unto Him they all Things owe; 

By whoſe free Gift it is they live. 


| —P it The 


But tho the Myſteries of our Faith are above, ju 
they not contrary to our Reaſon : As à Learned and li 
Layman has well and ſeaſonably condeſcended to ren 
Un (10) obſerving that,Tho? the Union of the Three It 
fons in one God is beyond Comprehenſion, yet tire 
no Contradiction, for Three and One are not afii 
of the fame: I hree is affirmed of the Perſonality, 6 
of the Godhead. In ſhorr, I was the more provol 
ſpeak out ſo occaſionally, becanſe twas lately Wale 


/ 


WW inions ; and that they would Belch 'em out, were it not 
be late (11) Law againſt Blaſphemy, 299 
W 4; to what has been ſaid againſt Deiſm; I would only 
, that 4s it has been well ſhewn that there is (12) The 
W-ntlcman's Calling, / ſome ſeem of late to be enticed to 
Wk there is the Gentleman's Religion toe: Which ſorry 
Wonceit differs little or nothing, I think, from downright 
Dim; conſidering eſpecially what the late D. of B=gham 
1 down, in his applauded Diſcourſe of the Reaſonable- 
s of Men's having a Religion: for tho therein there 
Gy ſeem to be 4 kind of Decent Preference of the Chriſtian 
leligion, yet there are ſeveral looſe Expreſſions which may 
thought to countenance any Imaginary Religion, or Per- 


hey have not all % good Fortune to praQtiſe it them- 


9% God, in Juſtice, will Reward and Puniſh us in ano- 
her World, for the Good and Ill Dezds we perform in 
his ; without any mention or ſuppoſal of Grace to do well: 


doe how long, or how much, God Almighty will pu- 
iſh us hereafter : Which may, not improbably, be thought 
tend directly toward the Port, in Point of Doctrine; if 


jon follows there : This and that both being cleam Con- 
rary to the Scripture Account of Eternal Heaven and 
ell, Matth. xxv. 41, 45. Mark ix. 44. 2 Thell i. 19. 


ality, Drunkenneſs and Wantoiineſs, was the more ſeaſo- 
able; becauſe neither of them is ever touch'd upon in the 
ew Schemes of (13) Natural Religion, as they call it: 
nd for which Reflection, this Di/courſe muſt be content 
be Prophanely Ridicuied or Deſpiſed : Tho? our later as 
ell as former Learned Divines have juſtly held, That the 
opel ſurely ſuppoſes either (14) Mortification er Marri- 


„ according to the Divine Inſtitution; Gen. ii. 24. 
a TY And. 
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7 in, That ſome more are juſtly ſuſpected of thoſe Execrable 
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vaſion whatever : For ſpeaking of Juſtice, he ſays, All | 
en do moſt highly Eſteem and Value it in others, tho”. 


res: Afterwards, ſpeaking of Free-Will in Man, be 
ind he farther ſays, expreſly, Neither will I pretend to 
r look eſpecially what a ſtrange kind of Reaſon for this No- 


What was Remarkd about thoſe two Branches of Immo- 


— Or 


vi The PREFACE. 
and that even thea Polygamy required Repentance: 
may either of theſe Vices expect any Privilege in this Reign, 
Nay i late Fam'd Author, tho” be Writes not like « Shi 
ritual Paſtor, but rather as 4 Citizen of this Wyrl 
confeſſeth, that Uofaithfulaeſs is a Fault both in Man wi 
Wiſe : Ter a much greater in the latter, as be will haut i 
pon a Civil Account; the preſerving of Families: By | 
| ſays thus of the Faulty Hu-band ; If he is a Man of Senſe 
he will reclaim himſeif; che Folly of it, is of itfel 
ſofficient to Cure him. (Advice to a Daughter, p. z;) 
But what is this to God's Terrible Judgment againf th 
Sin? See but 4 few more important (15, Quotations - 
Cainſt it. 1 
Permit me to enlarge theſe Serious Strictures, with i 
notable Argument a Zealous Presbyterian lately diſcourl 
to me, againſt the Ceremonies of our Church: I hu 
kindly Diſcourſed him ſeveral times, till at laſt he had n. 
thing to ſay, but that he was bred up in Chat Perſuaſin; 
only one Day, Abruptly, as it were, and yet with a kind 
of Aſſurance, he Replied thus; Why, did not Bil 
Hooper contend with Biſhep Ridley againſt them to the laſt? 
Now, therefore, muſt 1 here (to obviate that moſt uns 
mating Story) briefly repeat the Matter, viz, M.. oh 
Hooper (afterwards Biſhop of this Dioceſe) was wel af 
fected to the Reformation ; but about the Time of the dx 
Articles (16) was in ſuch Danger, that he thought it beſ 
to ſorſale the Kingdom, and ſettled himſelf at Zurick; an 
havin ſtaid chere till King Henry's Death, return d mt 
Eagland; much affected with the Nakedneſs of tbot 
Churches; 2h differing from them in ſome Points of Do- 
ctrine; ( eſpecially in that of Prædeſtination :?) and whe 
he was Elect, he would not be Conſecrated in the Epiſcopal 
Robes ; but Biſhop Ridley (who was the firſt Man for tit 
Doctrine of the Real Preſence, &c, againſt the Papilts) 
ſtood againſt him, in Maintainance of the Engliſh Ri 
and Ceremonies, as by Law Eſtabliſhd; and ſo Bi 
Hooper was Coaſecrated in his Epiſcopal Robes, ank 
ſoon after Preacivd in them before the King: Au by. 
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The 4 P REFACE. vu. 
both Bleſſed Martyrs ; Dying for the Faith and Reli- 
on ber Church now profeſſeth. fg, a | 
| I; this Story to their purpoſe againſ® our Ceremonies ? 
does it not rather ſhew the Lawfulneſs of them? *Tis true 
lein Wrote two Letters to Arch Biſhop Cranmer; being 
iling to bave a Hand in our Reformation; but why ſhould 
W. Briciſh Church imitate their CP 
is ſurely moſt Neceſſary, now and then, juſtly to Ex- 
Goſe their Groundieſs Schiſm, as well as other Faults and 
rrort; on all Hands, and that too in the Congregation 5 
Wh very few Read Controverſies : And if we Write ſome- 

bony againſt the SeQtaries, ſome of the chief Leads 
$ Joon Artfully Cry out, A Railing Paper! If we try to 
recover them with more Temper, than tis Whiſper'd 4- 
by them, that it is a Moderate Piece; ſeeming piti- 


y theſe Means they may retain their Old, and gain New 
ollowers; and when they are, upon Occaſion, permitted 
come to Church, they can Scornfully intimate to them, 
s 1 Thought, and am well aſſur d) That 'tis better ſo 
ban Worſe; or, at beſt, only, that Half a Loaf is bet- 
t than no Bread, N 665 

And tis poſſible ſome of em have quite forgotten the Bi- 
tops in the Tower; and their own fawning Addreſſes at 
bet time of Danger; and hom out of juſt 214 (as the (17) 
talogue ſhews) Diſcourſes, Anſwers, aud Replys, then 
Written and blind againſt Popery, they pretend to but 


dy were they then to Die Martyrs with our Church, for 
ber Religious Diſſent from that of Rome! 4 


ave, in the following Diſcourſe, only a very brief and tran- 


lent Reflexion on the Superſt itions of that deformed 
durch: But the Notorious groſs Errors and Corruptions 


% Church, in every Seaſon from the Refot mation; 


ly, thereby to ſignify our Well-meant Ignorance : And 


It may provably be Cenſoriouſiy obſerv'd by chem; that 1 


Wereof, beth as to Doctrine and Practice, have been ſo a- 
undantly Confuted and Expoſed by the Learned Members 


bat I know mos well how any thing more can, or need be 
N | 8 urg ed 


Vor Confeiſors among them all : So willing and. 


— 


urge againſt em: Eſpecially ſince they, forſooth, nil be- 
lieve their Guide Infallibe!l! 4 * 
Tranſubſtantiationz a moſt prodigious. kind of (18) It. 
hrtry-! which the Learned Romaniſts;ghemſelves cant tl 
digeſt; (bo the Trent Synod Anathematizeth all ti 
dont believe it,) being much more Abſurd and Fooliſh th 
. the Iſraelites Golden Calf; the Syrian Gad, or Fertan; 
the Perſian. Symbolical Fire; or even the like Onions o 
Egypt Our Holy LORD ſaith, He it the Vine, and, 
Door, ſpeaking Figuratively : And why might not his Dif. 
ciples hear him ſay, This is my Body, meaning likemiſ; 
mhen the Verdict of Reaſon, and all our Reſpettive Senſy 
(the juſt Judges of any Miraculo1s, or (ſuch) Superuaturl 
Effet) is, that we See, and Handle, and Taſt, and Smell 
Bread after Conſecration'? And it might prove a Scury 
Queſtion co the pretended Iufallible Guide himſelf, Wie 
ther the Prieſt Eats bis Lord's Living, or Dead Body, i 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs ? His Body is not Dead; ai 


Alive, it it no true aud proper Sacrifice z as it was old 


on the Crols. thts it. 4 
_ Purgatory ; (with their kind of Satisfactory, Sacrament 
of Penance, as they commonly eſteem and manage it,) an. 
ther Novel Soul. deluding Article! 'devis'd on purpoſe u 
Skreen off Hell- Fire generally; tho perverſly rais d by them 
_ chufly on that Text, which proves the quite Coitraty; 
ſpewing how moſt hardly a complying Sinner ſhall ct 
Damnation; 1 Cor iii. 15 © © &- 
Bat they have another Comfortable Sacra ent, 4. they 
call it to, for a Dying or even Dead Friend; (19) E 
tream Uaction; taten, perverſly alſo, from St. James“ 
Words; Chap v. 1415 relating clearly to the then Mi. 
raculous Recovery of Badily Healtb; which they mi 
deſperately Miſapply to the Saving of the Sou!!! 
Norhere'to infiſt on their Fond Sinful Folly of Plays 
to Stiats to latercede for them; Blaſphemoully cons) 
to what the A poſt le reacberb us, Heb. vii. 25. and 10 mM 
the Prophet ſaid plainly enough before, that Abraham 


| 1340rant of us, I/. Ixili. 16. Aud Job alſo, by tr 2 


24 


J nb, Obeyſance; as if any Praiſe or Thanks were dur to 
e bis. ae Mefage 3 bit bids lin, Workhip 
? 0D ; Rev. xxii. 8,9. OS. a BY * 
a1 1 ſhall here mention but one Piece of (20) Popety JA 
1 ſhew the Sinful Folly and Great Danger thereof; and 
„ies Yicar's Fair, of Indulgencies ; which pe- 


Fd the Spirit of Luther to Preach and Proteſt apainſt 


r 
> he, the Scriptures aſſure us, hates all Reſpect of Per- 
i us; for it makes poor Sinners ſtill lie Suffering moſ? 


op and grie vous Pains of Purgatory, till the Day of 
dzment ; whereas the Rich, tho" as Guilty, may ſoon 


ie cher: ; fer their farther Encouragement to Sin. 
„,, 5f the Diſſenters could yer think the following Diſ- 
1 wſe any way partial to the Roman Schiſm; let em now 


werſtand, that I happen' d to be one of the Fellows of Mag- 
dene College: And then ſurely they cannot think I have 
longing Mind after Popery : nor that either of our 


1 mou; Univerſities bath in the leaſt; for as that Blind 
7 pd Greedy Zeal began with ſome of the Heads and a So- 


ety thereof; All the reſt, in both, muſt ſoon have taken 
er Torn likewiſe, out of their Free- holds; had there not 
n Proteſtant Wind! Thereby. hangs a Tale, which 
th not yet. been told publickly, that I know of: And 1 
uk it not ufeaſonable to tell it now; that we may thence 
an how to tFuſt Popery another time. 7 
When the Prince of Orange, our late Sovereign, of Clo- 
pr Memory, was almoſt ready to Embark, a kind of ge- 
1 lntimation was diſparch'd after us, to Return from 
e ſeveral Counties whither we were ſent a grazing : (not, to 
worſe ;, conſidering the yet more cruel Order, the Eccles 
tical Commiſſioners rook care to iſſue after us, by Name, 


ſelume to Employ us; as 4 Miniſter, Lecturer, School- 
N, or Tutor, or Chaplain iz any Family, &c.) But 
hen ame of us were come back within tour or five Hours 


. Holy Spirit, could telt hein the ſame Truths 
.it, And the Angel would not ſuffer St. John's 


ang the loſt Dogs and Horſes 5 VIZ. that none ſhoul £ 
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x.. The PREFACE. 
of the Univerſity, 4 certain Notice mat ſent us on the Re, 
that we need not make much Haſt : for that the Wind py 
chang'd at Court: But when after ſome few Days it py 
fears again there, that the Prince would ſhortly Artie, 
we might go Forward; and the Biſhop of Wincheſter, t 
local Viſicor, was fent down to Re- inſtate us in our Col. 
lege: But his Lordſhip had ſcarce Refreſh'd himſelſ, h. 
fore, a Cour ier came and beat up bis Quarters ; and requir 
his Return ro Court, without Reſtoring us to our On 
ain: Jh it was done at laſt ; when there was a? 
' teftant, or rather Providential' Wind again! 

A great good Providence, I muſt ever account it, bu 
to Church and State; if we male a good Ute there: 
Yet, without conſidering any more eſpecial Lircumſtancesf 
the Revolution, I cannot but think what was done there- 
iu, Pas altogether Juſtifiable by the joint Dictates of a(21) 
juſt Scit-preſervation, 4 en} Intereſt, and ordnay 
Prudence, and common Humanity: And that there na, 
as My know Who rightly Maintain'd, 20 Reiiſtance in th 
Ca fo | 

1 can only Wiſh a good Uſe may be ever made of th 
Revolution: 2d particularly that our Youth may nail 
be Exampled zor Suffered to run into the other fore met 
tion d Kind of Immorality: For can any Pretence (1 
intimated) of any Solemn or Occaſional Meeting; ors 

Secular or Political Friendſhip; or Generous Hoſpitality 
(nuch leſs to approve Deference to any great Pcrionapge 
or further any EleQion, & c.) ever juſtify that Excel 
Having ſpoken freely upon jorie more ſilent and darling 
Sunjeas, muſt expeſt a Line or two, from ſame Gran 
Paraſice; or Petulant Critick ; or, at leaſt, from om 
Cavilling Sceptick, or Mercenary Sctibler, prompted fit 
bl bind the Scenes: But one would rather Hope, what 11 
well meant, would be as well taten; all being ſubmitteat 
betrer Judgments, 7777 8 


Your mgſt Humble Sera 


V. 2 
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ure of Things : Hold faſt that which is Good. 
0 N theſe Words the Apoſtle juſtly and plainly 10 b 
Ti commends to our Hearts and Minds, two the 11 
rts moſt Neceſſary, Chriſtian, Virtues or Duties ; | 
at Diſcretion and Conſtancy : Firſt to Prove all. 


Wings, or well Examine and Try all Dofrines, 
phich are deliver'd to us for Orthodox, or 1rue ; 
thoſe eſpecially who pretend to any extraor- 


ö baary Gifts, or Abilities: And then to Hol4 Faſt, 
rc reſolutely retain all That which, upon ſuch 
n, is found to be Sound and Good; with all 
falneß, and Perſeverance therein to the End. 

lity 


Firſt, We may not now preſume to do what, 


E : | 
0 Virtue of the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits ſome 
ru digbt in the Apoſtolick and Primitive Times: 
ot, ſuperſeding the needleſs Inqueſt of their Per- 
-, if not of their Life and Converſation too, 
U e muſt make 7ria/ of their Doctrines wha profeſs 
„e ſpeak unto us by the Spirzt : By that Gift they 


en could diſcern the Sincerity of the Heart, but 
ve can zom only examine their Words, according 
I the Analog) of Faith: This ye are ſtill Able, 
a eur Duty to . e 
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whereby to Prove or Try their Doctrines; and 


Hall be Tried, is the Written Word of God: And 


ſtantly /earched the 1 ia the Proof of lis 


Evil Perſon ; yet tis not ſo neceſſary for vs n 
fearch into the Life and Manners of our Teac: 
but we are abſolutely requir'd to Prove thei! 


And when our Lord himſelf bids us beware of Fall 


. . 
2 Chriſtian DISCRETION 
For beſides that Gift of diſcerning of Spirits then, 
in order chiefly to Spiritual Diſcipline) all ſinceꝶ 
Believers had one common ſtanding Rule or Mes 


hereunto may St. John's Charge or Caution by 
well referr'd, of trying the Spirits, whether the u. 
God; for even then, as He declares, mam Fi 
Prophets, that is, (as the Word Prophets there ſg; 
nifies, and in the New Teftament frequently) {edu 
cing Preachers, or Teachers were gone out into th 
£1) Foriaz 1 John iv. i. 

Now the juſt and only Standard, by which al 
Sacred Dodlrines were then, now are, and ever 


conformably thereto, it remaineth upon Recor, 
Acts xvii. as a great Honour to the Beræans, both 
Men and Women, and of the beſt Qualih), that 
having heard our Apoſtle Preach there, they con- 


£ ” 


Imitation. | | 
Tho' none can ſincerely Revere or Reſpect at 


Deftrane : Which good Example myſt excite wn 


Dodfrines : Truth is not to be tried by Men's Livs' 


Prophets, i. e, ſeducing Teachers, and tells us, That 
we hall know them by their Fruits; *tis evident that 
by their Fruits, he means their Doctrines; not, 28 
ſome will underſtand it, their outward. I 
Practices: By their (2) Lives and Converſationgf 
they cannot be certainly diſtinguiſh'd ; but by 
thejr Hoclrines they muſt and may be always 


« 
8 


* 


e Wiſe-Man, term'd, 4 Buying of the Truth, 
or. xiii. 23. And as in Buying 'tis Wiſdom to 
Wader the Mares which are tendred, and upon 
bat Condition, before one makes a Bargain; ſo, 


St, Chryfoſtom has the Compariſon, ought it 
uch more to be the Care of every Chriſtian, to 


ak well of the Particulars which are Taught 
0 Im, before he gives them Entertainment in his 


bart. The Bereans, as was ſaid, were diligent 
| ſearching the Scriptures, whether, the Things, 


o them: And one could heartily wiſh all were 
i as ready to Search, as many often are to Hear; 
nd hen, Beloved, you would be the more able to 
WW rvioce 6 and perſuade our Brethren, 
6 ho groundleſly go from the Church; that we 


Ter and Believe the Word as the Primitive 
brifians did; we ſay our Prayers as they did; 
e receive the Sacraments as they did; we ſing 
ams of Praiſe and Thanks as they did; and if 
y lead not ſuch Lives as they did, the Fault is 
ot in our Church; which countenanceth nothing 


eſſary to Salvation, doing all Things, as our 
olle elſewhere adviſeth us, decently, and in 
der unto Edifical ion. 


fing all Things, would ſoon be granted, if 
owl conſider but two Things with me; the one 
The poſſibility of our being Deceived in our 


. ber is the Danger of Miſtaking : The poſſivility of 


1 thoſe 


an CONSTANCY), 3 


at is, Doctrines, were ſo, as our Apoſtle declared 


at is Evil or Corrupt, but holdeth all Doctrines 


ependance upon Prophecying, or Preaching The 


. 


| The Courſe of ſeeking Holy Knowledge, is, by. 


The Truth and Neceſſity of his Doctrine, of 


king deceiv'd proceeds from ſomewhat both in 
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Wo 4. Chifim DISCRETION 

my thoſe that Teach, and thoſe that Hear: As to thy; 
that Teach; there are ſome that purpoſe to I. 
 eejve, and others may caſually do ſo : Some, 
fay, parpoſe ro Deceive, whom the Apoſtle ſty] | 


* 


Lyers in wait to deceive: Such ſpeak perverſe Thur 
and privily bring in damnable Hereſies, even den 
the Lord that bought them, Acts x. 30. 2 Pet. ll. 
It hath been an aſual Practiſe of the Tempter to bell 
a Lying Spirit in the Mouths of ſome; there han 
ever been ſome Seducers, ſome who cauſe the Peg: 
ple to err by their defign*d\ Falſhoods ; and St. Per- 
nth aſſur'd us, that in this Particular the latte 
Times will hold proportion with the former; 
there will ever remain ſome Sowers of Tar ; 
mong the Wheat; ſome Temperers of Leaven wit 
the ſweet Lump of Holy Truth. 


* = 5 


Others there are who may undeſignedly Dei 
and they ate of two Sorts alſo : The firſt are ſui 
as may lead the People into Error, through thei 
their Inſufficiency, or Neglect in the diſcharge ( 
their Duty; the other ſort of ſuch as may ſo De 
ceive, are even the moſt ſufficient and faithf 
Teachers; tis poſſible that even ſuch, notwit 
. - i ſtanding all their Care, may deliver that wh 
is not ſafe to entertain: For none ſince Chriſt, ol 
Heavenly Maſter, neither private Perſons, no 
publick Councils, have had the I»falible Aſſiſtane 
of the Holy Spirit, except his Apoſtles ; who wer 


9 


as ſuch, at no time ignorant of any (3) ze 


n „ | 
Next to the poſſibility of being thus Deceiv' 
through the Teachers; there ſprings the oth 
equal Evil from the Heaters generally: For b 
Reaſon of the Natural Blindneſs or he 0 
% | | | 0 
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ad CONSTANCY. $ 
uud or Heart, | Men are too contentedly Mifled 
Matters of Religion: Either through Preſump- 
u truſting to ourſelves; or through a kind of 
cathnefs or Unwillingneſs to endure the Pains 
Trouble of Trying Boctrines; or through an 
fetation of Novelty, ſometimes, we are very 
able to be Deceiv'a ; to be carried (away, or) 
out (as the "Apoſtle ſaith) with every Mind of 
RR DTT TOE ID | LICE 
Men are not eaſily perſuaded to entertain the 
ub; but are ſoon won to delight in Error. 
he 5 in Regard of their Untowardneſs to 
tuch, were Term'd a Stiff. necked People; but 
ere ſoon turned out of the Way which the 
ord commanded them to walk in; and the Ga- 
hans were ſoon removed to another Goſpel ; 
Wd St. Paul complains, that the forming of 
iſt in them again, was as a Travailing in Birth ;; 
nd when once the Gangrene of Falſhood hath 
12d any Man, the Danger thereof is wont to 
row ſenſibly, + 5 & 
Hereupon they that bring in Hereſies, have 
o many that are ready to follow their Damnable 
Nays; and Antichriſt hath both Small and Great 
oa wear his Mark of ſhameful Folly. 

no Now for the Danger of Erring in Matters of 


* 


Wn hh 2 ö . 
2008” kind: Religion concerns the Foul, and the E- 


wer eng Happineſs of it; a Miſtaking then there- 
careleſly, muſt be of the laſt Conſequence : 
| little Leaven may Leaven the whole LA. 
We Apoſtle applies it to ſhew how great a M- 
lief may enſue upon the Entertaining of 2 4v--*_ 
Error, as it may be thought in the Ihres 
Cod. And beſides, in the Day of Temp, 

Wilt, 44 
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6 Chriftian\DISCRETION 


| when one may be calbd in-Qudſtion before tha 


| how Hazardous fhall ones Caſe be, if one hath 


World for that which one -doth profeſs, or elſe l 
Winnowed or Stfted by Satan about the Fam, 
taken up ones Religion y . Trat; or elſe rai 
it up out of ones own Conceit: Either of em, ; 
ſorry and ſhameful G. 


— 
* 


round to rely on in Time of 


If then we conſider the eaſineſs of Errim in 
Matters of Religion, „or the Peril of Miſtaking 
therein, we muſt needs readily acknowledge the 
general Doctrine to be true: But how ſhall this 


Danger be avoided, but by this one Courſe only, 


of conſidering 4d Things or. Doctrines; and of 
well Examining each Point, before we Build 


thereon as a Certaintiʒ. . 
Ibis Point makes to the Diſcovery of Three 
grand Exils, too prevailing in theſe Days; Wi 
fulneſs, Careleſsneſs, . and VUnskilfulneſs: Now 
they are Guilty of the firſt, Wilfulneſe, who 


| plead for their Excuſe id not Hearing or not Re. 


garding whom they Hear, the Variety of Opinions 


8 


and the poſhbility of being deceiv'd by depend. 


ing on any Teachers; but jt is not the Counſeloſ 
the Spirit of Trath, becauſe there is the Spirit of 
Error in too many of 'em, and the moſt Learned 
may poſſibly miſtake, Ceaſe ye therefore t 
Hear ; but becauſe it is thus, be ſure or Careful 


to prove all Things, Wilt thou rather Starve, 


wilful Man! becauſe if thou Eateſt, thou map“ 


| be Poiſon'd ? Or lye down, or go. back in thy 


Journey, becauſe if thou goeſt forward, thol 


| mayeſt dangerouſly Fall or be Robb'd on tit 


Road? Becauſe there are divers Opinions, Wie r 


thou 


koi believe gone? How can this agree with the 
idvice in the Text, of proving all Thins ? 
As for the next Evil, Careleſueſs; tis to be 


| en in thoſe Who are ready to tare all for Sound 
1 Ind Go which they Hear: If they can but 


Jantenance the Points oy ſeem to approve, 


ith the Naw? of ſuch a Teacher, they think chey 
have 'Leary'd'enough for their Uſe, reputing a 


„Words as an Oracle; all, which or Apoſtle 
p& elegantly Condemns, in his firſt EY. to 
Je Corinthians eſpecially ': Tis true, by our 
Mee and Place we may faltly Claim your A.- 
ntion; but we mult be efteem'd not as Men in 
phom, but by whom he Believe, As he ſays there; 
nd tis too certaim that fuch careleſs Hearing 
in yield no true Comfort: The Children of this 
Yorld will not be Guilty of ſuch a Confidence; 
low then ſhould the Children of Light? 
Let us next briefly obſerve the third Evil, 
wkilfalneſs ; for even thoſe that are ſomewhat 
etter diſpos'd, and have a kind of Inclination 
d their Duty of proving Doctrines, yet too of- 


0 
„want that ili, which is requiſite; having 
era well-exercis'd Wit to diſcern Good and 
A; and fo are led Aſtray by Blind Guides, or 


leceived Deceivers. | KEN 

Nor can there be any greater Miſchief or Hin- 
nance of the good Concoction of the Spiritual 
00d of the Soul, and of a Bleſſed Growth there- 


0 
1 to Eternal Life, unleſs it be that of Self-Co- 
e alfo, or Preſumption, or, if ane may fo 
Peak, Over. sbilfalneſs in Religion; which, when 
be ngled with ſomewhat of the Dregs of the 
oy *-mention'd Evil Humaurs, tends to the great- 


C 2 | eſt 
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8 Chriſtian DTSCRETION 
eſt Miſchiefs that can await the Soul; as may by 
ſhewn more at large in ſeveral Inſtances, of . 
reſy, Schiſm and Immorality: And of Deiſm ly, 
briefly, Superſtition and Prophaneneſs.. 

As to the Heretiet, which our Apoſtle will hay 
us reject or avoid after ſufficient Admonition, Th, 
Iii. 10. if we will be taught by that Learng 
Grammarian, Heſychins, it is he (4) that chuſnh 
to have ſome other Opinion (or Doctrine) bee 
(or in oppoſition to, or preferring it before) | 
Truth: Now not to run back too inquiſitive 
into the Old World, we yet ſoon ſhall find ex 
the firſ# Man Born into it, in a Heinous Degtie 
Guilty of this ſad Charge of Hereſie, or Deſel 
of true Faith at leaſt, Heb. xi. 4. as to the Pr 
miſe of the Bleſſed Seed eſpecially ; Gen. iii. wk 
was allo afterwards Prophecied of, as the Maſo 
under the Title Shilo coming, or He that com 
very remarkably, Gen. xlix. 10. And as Ca 
himſelf ſo grievouſly Erred, not ſeeming in hy 
carelels Offering to have any Regard, by way d 
\ Sacrifice, to the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation 
the World; tho no doubt his Father had taughi 
him the trne Evangelical Religion, as carefully 

he did his good Brother Abel; (as Noah likewil 

did Ham, as well as Sem and Japhet, no doub 
rho? they did not grow alike in Grace) fo his Of 
ſpring went confidently on in corrupting ti 
true Doctrine, at leaſt ; if not to the introducing 
of Idolatry : As St. Fade and. St. Peter ſufficient 

ly inform us; Jude 11. 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
As the Habit and Cuſtom of Vice is corruptin 
of Principles generally; ſo is Hereſie, many 
times, of all good Lite; tho, 'tis true, lon 


* 


— 


reticks have appear'd of a very ſtrict Life or 
ayverſation : But ſuch is the Infectious Nature of 
neral Evil Example, that the found Believers 
re in great Danger, and too often apt to be cor- 
pred by it: So Moſes tells us that the N 
f Seth, whom God appointed inſtead of Abel, 
Ind in whoſe Family the true Church molt proba- 
ly and eminently. began to Increaſe, at length 
egenerated Shamefully, and went away into rhe 
Wents of Cain: One of whoſe Line, Lamech firſt 
fring d the Divine Inſtitution of Marriage; and 
he Progeny of Seth, having alſo abandon'd their 
re Religious Principles, fell into the more Li- 
entious Polygamy, at leaſt, together with the 
retched Unbelievers of that time; All Heſh ha- 
ing corrupted his Way upon the Earth; and the 
arth was fill d with Violence: Only Noah then, 4 
Man and perfect in his Generations, and wha 
uked with God, and his Family kept the Irath; 
ay, tho' He was a Preacher of Righteoulneſs, and 
Ir above a Hundred Years together, frequently 
old 'em all plainly of the Neceſſity of a ſpeedy 
nd ſincere Repertance and Reformation, they pro- 
wely Laugh'd at his Admonitions, as well as at 
s (5) Work, in Building the Ark, till the Flood 
wept 'em away; every Imagination of the Thoughts 


Rev, xii.) ſoon Subtilly, Tempted our firſt Pa- 
us to hearken to his Miſ-interpreting and Per- 
ing the Word of Truth; and too too many of 
er Iſſue have been too ready to make or take 
ule Gloſſes, and wrong Expoſitions on it, and 


heir Hearts being only. Evil continually, after 
hey had fo relinquiſh'd the right Faith: Gen. vi. 
That, Old Serpent, called the Devil, and Satan 


thereby 
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by Degrees having quite. loſt the Kyowledge of i 
One only true Mediatour between GOD and Many 
they were all ready to run with their Sac ifte d 
Aio ment, (which Word imports to Puri from 
Sin, as well as to Pacify, as to Wrath) to thok 
Pretezaed ones for Help; nay, to any, to Vf 
Creature, or Thing by, or in which their % 
- Imaginations could any way repreſent, or co 
Works Deity, ar any Divine Virtue; even to tie 
Works of their gem Hands: And all this 5884 


alatrous Snperſtitian they run into, by the help 
che Deus Comments, in boldly Miſ-inter- 
eting the Holy Mord; as well before as after it 
griin: As ſome of the Egyptian and Phæui- 


ng 

, Conceits and Hieroglyphicks, and the! My- 
Fl a, of the Græcians clearly Evince; turning 
oft all the Sacred Hiſtory, both before and | 


er the Flood, into prophane Fables. 
at length the Contagion began to ſpread into 
e Families of Sem; inſomuch that He who. 
ucheth the Heart, requir'd Abraham to go out 
his Country, and from his Kindred, and from 
s Father's Houſe; graciouſly purpoſing to ſtop 


> Progreſs of that Heritical Iniquity ; Men be- 
bg then no longer to be Diſtinguiſbd, as they 
lere at firſt, as Epiphanius obſerves, by the Good- 
5 { or Wickednefs of their Lives only, but chief. 
Kit 


| by their Opinions or Belief ; and ſo the New 
10 dividing into many Sects and Hereſies, 
own afterwards by the general Names of Jews 


d Gentiles, and the Promiſe of the Bleſſed Seed 
thehing then wholly almoſt Obliterated, it pleas'd 
* od in great Mercy to revive it, (the Ground of 
\n | 


our Jay or Hope) in giving his faithful Servant 


beg ham, his firſt Diſtinguiſbing Sacrament of Cir- 
an meiſion: Which as it was chiefly intended to 
ect the Heart, fo in its higheſt and moſt Myſte- 
00M ous uſe, it related to the pure Birth, and bloody 
hok Kath of Chriſt ;, the Son of the Virgin; there- 
e ithal reſtoring to Mankind the true and only 


mfortable Fauth and Religion. 

Chriſt our Lord ſays, before Abraham was, I am; 
dl viii. 58. that is, He exiſted before Abraham 
% Born, from all Eternity, as he is GOD; but 


C 1 iſt 


wm Ciiftion DISCRETION 
Chriſt alſo, dt the ſame rime faith; that Aida 


And why, think we, did Moſes and Aron 


ren of IfraePs going to do Sacrifice to the Lind 
their God, but in reſpect of the HDyical bloody 


Joſeph's Death, all that People, except the Tribe 


Peter, with St. John; applies to Jeſus Chriſ d 


Fleſh; as Man, to dix for us: He ſaw it, by Fu 
and mas Glad, of his and our Szviour; Well ke. 


that reaſon, after their Deliverance out of Er, 


will raiſe up unto thee 4 Prophet from the midſt o 
thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me, unto Him) 


being yet 1orſbippers of the true God only: Sud 
was Melchizedech, moſt certain ly; and no doubt 


„ 


fe, 


rrjoyeed to fee bis Dq, thatis, his coming in tit 


* 
* 
- 


membring the repeated Promiſe of the Bleſſed hi ' 
In thee ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be Bleſſd. 


Zealouſly contend with Pharaoh abour the Child 
Sacrifice? And the firſt [Paſchal Lamb alſo might 


have put a diſcerning People in Mind of Hin ſain 
from the beginning of the World: But truly after 


of Levi, were ready to bow down to the Eg 
Idols, forgetting the God of their Fathers: And far 


God graciouſly remember'e the Tribe of Levi by 
bringing them near unto (Himſelf, 0 
After wards Moſes alſo Propheſied plainly 
enough, for thoſe Typical Times, of the J, 
the great Propher of all, ſaying, The Lord thy God 


{ball kearken, Deut. xviii.,15. Which Words, S 


Nazareth; in whoſe Name, (not as He was Man 
but God) had he Miraculouſly. made the Pool” 
Lame Man to Walk ; AQs ili... 
On the other Hand, how wonderful was God! 
Grace toward ſeveral of Thoſe that were not dl 


the Circumciſſion, or within the Pale of his Church 


Jethro 


AP 
£7 a 


Libro, the Prieſt of Midian, Moſes's Fathet-in- 
ww; and, more eminently, Holy Job; who, 
ſuperſeding ſome Men's Metaphors contrary to 
he Reſurrection) I Humbly think, has ſpoken 
ery Confidently and Empliatically concerning 
rift Incarnate ; profeſſedly naming and owning 
Im his Redeemer and God! Chap. xx. 
And thoſe Words in the ſecond P/alm, Thou art 
y Son, this Day have 1 Begotten thee, relating to 
ifs Reſurrection, were moſt eee ſo ut- 
1d then ; (quite contrary to the accurſed Pera 
non of the Mahometans) as the Apoſtle invinci- 
ly Argues in the Eyiſtle to the Hebrews; chap. i. 
erſe 5. And thoſe Words therein alſo, Riß the 
u (that is, Worſhip him) leſt he be Angry, can 
well applied to none but the Meſſias, and do 
bt weakly Argue Him to be God: Not here to 
peat any more of the Royal Prædictions concern- 
EH», in the Els. 
Now to deſcend to the remarkable Prædiction 
| the Prophet 1/a7ah ;- in whoſe Time was a great 
orruption of Manners, both in Jadah and Iſrael; 
bes he not give as it were a plain H/torica! De- 
niption of the Meſſiah, Chap. liii. to Cure them, 
poſſible, of that their Hereſie or Inſidelity? And 
bat think we of Feremiah's Prophecy, concern- 
Chriſt our Lord's firſt Advent, Behold the days 
we ſaith the Lord, that ] will raiſe unto David a. 
ehttons Branch; and a Ring ſhall Reign and Proſ- 
0 and ſhall execute Judgment and Juſtice in the 
th: Ia his Days Judah {hall be ſaved, and Iſra- 
L [ball dwell Safely ; and this is his Name whereby he 
be calld, The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS» 
[ £82 Jer. xxiii. 6, 6. And to haſten to the 
is | 33 on 
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14 Cbriſtian DISCRETION 
laſt of their Provhets, Malachi; wefind him {peaking 
yet more clearly of the Meſſias ; than Micah, or the 
rophet Hagga: had done, who yet had told then 
that the Deſire of all Nations ſhould come; reige. 
ring, moſt likely, to Jacob's Prophetick bleſſing 
Judah on his Death - bed: the Scepter ſhall not de 
part from Judah, untill Shiloh come; that 5 
Chriſt; and unto Him ſhall the gathering of the Þy 
ple he; Gen, xlix. 10, But Malachi faith, Th 
Lord mom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temples 
But who may abide the Day of his coming? 
cha hike 1, 46̃ß . 
Ao as God ſent Jonah his Prophet into tut 
Heathen City Nine veb, fo we find he ſometing 
rais'd up others likewiſe, as Hzbakkuk, Nahun 
and'Zgchariah, to denounce his Wrath againſt 
ther Nations alſo, as well as againſt his peculi 
People; ſufficiently and Mercitully intimatin 
thereby, that all their I2iquztzes. were chiefly caul 
ed by, or grounded on their Heretical Opinion 
their Mis-belief, or rather Unbeliet ; their [pu 
rance of the only Saviour. 
Now, why all this Religious ado, think we 
every where, with the Jews and Gentiles allo 
from The Time of the Promiſe of the Bleſſed Sl 
to that of his coming into the World, with 
Aſſurance too of His continuing with his Goſp 
Miniſtry to the End of it, Matt. xxviii. 20. it 
were about a mere Man, for ſooth ] about a go 
or godly Jem only, as the Blaſphemous Here! 
would Conftrue it; whoſe Blood could ſpeak if 
better Things than that of Abel; Heb. xii. wid 
had no Virtue of Redemption in it? But the fam 

Apoſtle ſpeaking moſt plainly of Chriſt's Meri 
2», 4 i 


* 


ious Death, ſays, For this Cauſe he is the Mediator 
bf the New Teſtament, (or ſecond Covenant, of 
Grate) that by means of Death, for the Redemption 
of the Tranſoreſſions that mere under the firſt Teſta- 
wat, (the Covenant of Works) they which are call. 
% might receive the Promiſe of Eternal Inheritance; 
f [o ; his Blood purge their Conſcience from Dead 
le, offered himſelf without Spot to God; through 
he Eternal Spirit: Which Words, Eternal Spirit, 
Way be the moſt elegant Deſcription of the Holy 
bt, if not rather meant of Chriſt's Divine Na- 
ure, But (by the way) the Godhead of the Ho- 
| hoſt is now abundantly manifeſt in the New- 

lament ; nor could any pious and conſiderate 
jev be well Ignorant of the good SanQtifying 
writ. of God, (tho? the Gentiles indeed never had 


ve Chriſtians, are moſt expreſly Commanded to 
e Baptized in His Name alſo; and He is there» 
n moſt plainly . called GOD by St. Peter, Acts v. 
4. (the Exceptions againſt it being of no Force 
t all, as has been (7) ſufficiently ſhewn) and 
te Scriptures alſo are many, and too well known 
0 need any mention here, that moſt clearly 


14 . f its : 

he ve the Divine Attributes, or Proprieties of the _ 

Fe Nature, and the Operations of the ſame, 
Omniſeience, Omnipotency and Omnipreſence, 


pug unto the Adorable Spirit of God. 

Now, once for all, in a few Words, to illu- 
Inte and confirm the * Divinity of Chriſt our 
K:9gr, the Eternal Son of God, our Lord: Yet 


and CONSTANCT. 2 


ars to ſerve the living God: Who, fays the A. 


ny ſuch Notroz in their Miſtaken Religion) but 


reation and Conſervation of all Things, do be- 


It here tp repeat that He commanded us to be 
— * .- HBaptized 


16 Chriſtian ' DISCRETION 
Baptized in the Name (not Names) of the Fair 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt « Which is 10 
any unprejudiced Heart and Mind an unqueſtio 
ble Proof that theſe Three are One God; I ſhall in. 

ſiſt chiefly that God (8) always had a Son; x 
may appear ſufficiently by  Agar's inſpir'd Els 
quence; Who hath e lies all the ends of the 
Earth? What is bis Name? And what is his Sq 
Name? If thou canſt tell, Prov. xxx. 

But the Beloved Diſciple, St. John, the laſt of 
the Evangeliſts, hath put it out of all Queſtion 0 
Doubt to any Wiſe Soul : For, not to quote (only) 
that Remarkable Place in his firſt Catholick Ei. 
file ; There are Three that bear Record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the. Holy Ghoſt; ard the 
Three are One; (tho? *tis (9) well known, that the 
moſt and beſt Copies have it jo : And the Heretichs 
when they had ſeveral of the Emperors at the 

Will in this Matter, and had baniſh'd the C 
Ao, might moſt probably rare it out; as St. 4. 
broſe aſſures us, they fraudently IJranſcribed other 
Places) he, ſpeaking moſt plainly, Ch. 1. v. 14,18, 
of Chriſt, the Word, his being made Man, ſtyle 
Him, The only begotten Son, the only begotten of th 
Father : Which, were there not other abundani 
Proof thercot, will invincibly confirm his being 
the one true Eternal Son of God; by realon, # 
appears, of the Divine Eſſence or Nature being 
Eternal) Communicated, by way of Generation, 
to Him alone: For when the Scriptures calls 0 

ther the Sou; of Bal; as Ada ufion the accou 
of Creation; and all true Believers upon their 4. 
doption or Regeneration; 'tis plain we are firſt bi 
nerated, and ſo have gur Natural Being, after ti 
„%%% 3 riot 90 MV nts oy IO0e" PF. Ya q -6 Regeneratth 


generated, and fo receive a Spiritual Being or, 
lenovation; whereas the Generation of Chriſt ad- 
ts no (10) Regeneration; He becoming thereby 
b Natural Son, or, as St. John calls Him, God's 


ah begotten Son. 


vill Deceive us; and that under //s Guidance, the 
olle terms Chriſt our Lord, the Son, the Begot- 
Son of God, in regard of his proper Generati- 
n; uſing the very ſame relative Terms of Father 
nd Son, as are us'd in Scripture concerning Hu- 
un Generation, or the Father and the voz of 
iz, who are of the ſame Nature; (tho' not fo 
perfectly as the Divine Perſons) it muſt (11) juſt- 
follow, that Chriſt the Son of God, is of the 
ame Eſſence with God the Father: And our Apo- 
Il: tells us plainly, that Chriſt being in the Form 
e. the Eſſence) of God, thought it no Robbery (or 
neroachment) zo be equal with God; with the 
her, as he is God, Phil. ii, 6. And when our 
Lira own?d himſelf to be the Son of God, the im- 
ediate furious Reſentment and Behaviour of the 
jews plainly ſhew'd, that ſhould they acknow- 
edge Him ta be the Son of God, they mult conſe- 
uently own Him to be God, John x. Mark xiv. 
ot to forget that the laſt of the Prophets, who 
pake ſo moſt ' plainly and emphatically of the 
laß duly applies, as others, had done before, 


12) Jehovah ; which we Tranſlate LORD. 
Now leaving all Prophane or Sceptical Cavillers 

Ind vopiſters to the unanſwerable Anſwers given 

n in every Paſſage and Point; in the late 


dication 


and CONSTANCY mw 


Seeing then God neither can be Deceiv'd, nor 


be pr oper Incommunicable Name of God to Him, 
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aimed Expoſition of the (1 3) Creed, and the Vin: 
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18 Chriftim DISCRETION 
dication of the Holy (14) Trinity; I ſhall Proceey 


the better to help ſome Men to fee and forſy 
their Errors, to gueſs at all the principal Cui 
and Occaſions of the chiefeſt Hereſies that have 
feſted the Church, 8 | 

As in the declenſion of the Old, fo in the begin 


ning of the New World, Noah, as was ſaid, wy 


| 2 Preacher of Righteouſneſs ; and his Godly | 


ftrattions might and ſhould have been all along 


as they were at firſt, deliver'd down faithfully 


Abrahams Time, as they might and ſhould han 


been likewiſe, with more Advantage too, con 
5 the Bleſſed Seed, from His Time to that 


oſes his being ſent to deliver the Children « 
Irael out of Egypt ; and from the Firſt and Gre 


Prophet, Moſes, to the Laſt of them, Malachi, (wh 


liv'd 400 Years before Chrifs coming to His Tem, 
ple: Which, in ſhort, 5 Him to be GOD; for 


none but GOD can be truly ſaid to have a Te 


ple) there never was, at any time, wanting i 


bes 1 or Gaide, feaſonably to Warn them ch 


and Rebuke them for their Evil Practices and 0: 
pinions. Howeyer, as in Egypt, after Jef 
Death, all of em, except the Tribe of Levi (a 
they themſelves confeſs) grew corrupt in thel 
Religious Worſhip; ſo, all along afterwards wer 
they ready frequently to be enſnared by the . 
Perſtition of the Neighbouring Nations: Ang 
when the Ten Tribes of I/ael were carried a1 
ge difpers'd by Salmanaſſar King of Aſſyris, aft 
entile Colonies, out of Syria, Aſſyria, Peſt 
and other Places, planted in their Room; at 
the ather 9 belonging to Judah were carte 
y the means of Nebachadne=zar, dt 


\ 


and CONST ANCYT. 19 

er'd that Long Captivity in Babylon, till they 

ad generally almoſt loft their Language as well as 
ir Letters among the Heathen ; tho? it pleaſed 
od ſo mercifully to raiſe up Daniel Exechiel and 

hers, and preſerve that Remnant bf em which 
erwards were, by the wonderful Grace and 
your of Cyr«s, reſtor'd to their Country, and 
abled to Rebuild the Temple ; yet in that inter- 
pl of Seventy Years, Helleniſin, or the Græcian 
heology (borrow'd from the Chaldeans, Eg ypti- 
and Phenicians; and myſtically ſet forth by 
jeir Poets and Philoſophers) began to Plouriſh too 
cceſsfully; and afterwards the Roman Superſti- 
on likewiſe ; Numa, who was contemporary 
ith King Hezechiah, having Politickly adapted | 
any of his Religious Inſtitutions agreeably to 
joſe of Moſes. 3 SY 
And indeed the Evil Angels all along put their 
ptaries upon imitating the Worſhip of the True 
od: They had their Propitiatory Sacrifices too, 
o nothing of That of the Lamb of God; nor, 
rictly ſpeaking, any Sin or Treſpaſs Offering; 
t Tremblingly peeping and prying into the Fibres 
their Secrifice, inſtead of looking well into their 
py Hearts : Yet, tis moſt ſurprizing, that when 
braham had been ſo Tried about Sacrificing his 
n, the crafty Satan was ſoon able to Tempt the 
Jeathen to make Oracles of the Teraphim, by moſt 
umanely Slayizg the Firſt-born Males ; as like- 

ile after Moſes had been commanded to ſet up 
e Braſen Serpent, the Devil ſoon alſo put ' 

pon many Arts of Healing ; by the Erecting of 

bet Telefon or Aſtrological (15 ) Images eſpecial- 

[: Tho” Moſes's lifting up of the Brazen Serpent, 

Fer | 5 985 Was 


20 Chriſtian DISCRETION 
was Hpical of Chriſt to be lifted up on the Crgy 

„ „ 3 
Now, it may be thought, that the reſtor'd n 
never fell into any of thoſe groſſer Impieties; bu 
yet by their frequent Mixtures, by way of Trad 
and Merchandize, too too many Gentile Opinion; 
it ſeems, grew among them; after the Train 
of tho Bible eſpecially, when very many of their 
diſpers'd Brethren moltly us'd tlie Greek Language, 
and the Sacred Phzloſophers of Plato, and the Dot 
rine of the Self. ſufficient Stoicks alſo, were gene- 
rally eſteem'd as the moſt Pure Ingredients of all 
Religion and Morality : Nay, *tis plain, the Pythu 
gorean Conceit (borrow'd from the Egyptians) df 
a piriuduxocts, i. e. the Tranſmigration of Souls 
from Body to Body, by way of Puniſhment, wi 

received among the Jews, John ix. 2. 
This Digreſſion will bring us the neareſt way to 
the general State of the Jewiſh Church, and the 
Gentile Superſtition both, at the time when the 
Meſſias, the Delight of the one, and the Deir of 
the other, vouchſafed to appear in the World: 
Which will help us beſt to diſcover and under- 
ſtand the Grounds and the Cauſe of Hereſy, 
At that time we meet with the Phariſees, and 
Sadduces molt commonly; and ſome there were 
then among the Jews alſo, calPd the Eſſen: 
Theſe were a more Contemplative Sect; and theit 
Opinions generally Sound, and their Manzers agrees 
able: Only in Like Matters, as to the Sabbh, 
and Marriage, and a Community of Goods, tif 
were perverſely Scrupulous, and they held ſome 
Pjthagorean Conceits too: But the Phariſees weld 
the taking Sci with the People; holding T 
"7 4 ition 
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uon of the Elders, the Doctrines of Mein; the inevi- 
ble Fate of the Stozcks, and yet Free Will; like Pela- 
„ equally ro Good and Evil; and as to their man- 
r of Life, they ſeem to have done all Things to be 
p of Men, affecting Celibacy, and uſing Superltitious 
Pings, Faſting, Prayer, and giving of Alms publickly 
| that End: Being yet divided into many Parties, 
reaſon of their manifold Conceits and Rites: As for 
e Sadaurees, they were much worſe than their Bre- 
ren; for they are ſaid to have utterly denied the Pro- 
dence of God; and that there is any internal or real 
ference between Good and Evil; that there is any Re- 
frelfion of the Body, or Immortality of the Soul; any 
Wels or (Created) Spirits; any Rewards or Puniſb- 
nts hereafter, and they were, as'to their Manners, 
reeably, and even mutually of a very Rade and Rough 
haviour and Converſation, well befitting their Prin- 
pes : Not to mention ſome of the leſs conſiderable 


| 

its, as the Hemerobaptiſts, &c. or the Scribes ; who 
ere of divers Opinions, yet moſt of em holding with 
FB 2 Pariſees-; but ſome even of them incline more 


the Sadducees: But all generally undertaking to Ex- 
und the Law of Moſes; to Reſolve Difficulties and 

bubts in the Propherick Writings; and to declare 
c Genealogzes of the Tribes; relating to the Royal 
m!l eſpecially. l „ 
Now by reaſon of the ſeveral Sechs and Schiſms; 
UfaFions alſo, tllat of the Zealots eſpecially the cor- 


4 pt Doctrines of the Phariſees, and the Impiety of 
"+ Sadancees, againſt which our Bleſſed Lord uttered ſo 
2 Woes ; together with the then common Misbe- 


concerning the coming of the Meſſias, as a Tem- 
rat Glorious Monarch and Deliverer only; the Promiſe 
the Bleſſed Seed being at length quite decayed, and 
en out of all their Hearts and Minds (a very few 
ly excepted) upon their not heeding diligently, and 
A E humbly 


22 Chrifun PISCRETION- 
humbly regarding the W ord of Truth: What 505. 
"ſay, could be expected from the Fews, but that alt 
our Saviour's Death, and departure again to Heavg 
they ſhould be tempted to broach forth ſome fre 
Hereſies or Heterodox Opinions: Tho? the Vi] yy 
now taken from of their Hearts; otherwiſe than j 
was under the Law; by the moſt plain fetting for 
of the Divine Eſſence to them, in the Perſons, or N 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; oy 
1 Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctiſer; One God: And who 
well in his Wits, can think that any leſs than He thy 
Made us, can Save, or Sarttify us? But the wi, 
Liempter, unheard, unſeen, ſoon ſteps into the Fy 
Heart of. Unvelief, Heb. iii. and tacitly ad viſeth the 
Wk to Beware, how they break the Commandment; . 
Wy owning more Gods than One, in the Adorable In 
9 A ſtale known Artifice of Satan; fo to ſuggel 
T8 , Seper/titzous Dread of the Deity: And no marvel, 
= our Apaſtle aſſureth us; for Satan himſelf, no leſs that 
his Agents, is often transform?d into an Angel of Lih 
o 3 
As concerning the Gentile Worſhip, at the t 
when our Bleſſed Saviour condeſcended to be Born i 
to the World; if they then generally and wretclied) 
continu'd not their Bloody Human Sacrifice to Mu 
25 their moſt ſhameful Religious Rites offer d & 
emnly to their Drunken and Wanton Deities, ede 
then univerfally prevai'd; to the Reproach of 6 
Creatures: And yet no Wonder, ſince as ba 
and Cn ſoon for ſook or forgot the Promiſe oft 
1 Bleſſed Seed, their Poſterity muſt alſo, moſt probadl 
be without the Kponledge thereo 
Nor indeed, when our Saviour Chriſt came und 


I! his owz, and his own, receiv'd him not, had 0 
WIE they ſtood out fo ſtubbornly againſt him, coud! 
have been well hop'd that the Apoſtles ſhould 1 
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&n Commiſſioned to turn to the Gentiles: Nor 
ald ſuch a plentifal Harveſt of Converts have been 
erwiſe expected among them: Nay, when God 
d ſo mercifully touch'd their Hearts, that they rea- 
and ſincerely embrac'd the Truth and Purity 
the Gap ; they were yet, by prying too af 
to the Ineffable Myſteries thereof, ſome of them ſome- 
es Tempted, by the Evil one, to run back to the 
wlicht of their Depraved Reaſon; as the Jews were 
banker after the Corrapted Law of Moſes ; inſomuch 
at ſomle of the Antients fell into ſome leſſer Errors, 
the uſe of their old Philoſophy : And it needs not 
told again, what Diſſervice the School Divines have 
doe the Church, by dreſſing up its Doctrines in old 
heal Notions ! And the plain Trath is, our 
een can't well be thought a competent Judge in 
joſe Matters of Faith; ſince it can't do far eafier 
hings, that fall even our Sexſes: Can t tell. the 
ars of their Head, or how they grow? The Sand of 
e Sea, or but that of the Hour-Glaſs ? How there 
In be Light and Motion both? Or but how the Gr ſs 
Green ; or the minuteſt Parts of it, or any other 
wporeat Subſtance, may increaſe or conſiſt? Much 
5 how the Soul and Body united, ſo do. And how 
n we do otherways than, with St. Hilary, humbly 
eſs, that even Eternity is ReveaPd to us; ſince we 
n no better comprehend That, with our Reaſon, than 
Doctrine of the Trinity; nor indeed are we Re. 
red to Underſtand or Believe the (16) Manner how 


e Myferies of our Faith exiſt: 3 

Let our + Reaſon then ſubmit to Faith, and may 
dith end ſoon in Viſion. St. Auſtin bids all Curious 
Wuirers remember, that God can do what they |?! 
It underſtand; And cannot he ſay likewiſe? St. 
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een ſpeaks expreſly of them, as of Unbeliever? 
[+ 8 ol Ai; 1E. 4 5 . * 4 14.8 
as St. Cyril did likewiſe before; who, ſpeaking ©!!! 
r rr 


* 


if. ſtitions, and (18) the Corruptions of the Church o 


24 Chriſtian: D 18 C RE Fl 0 N 
of 'em more freely, ſays, © If the Curious Inquirer xi 
. demand a Reaſon of many Things in Holy Wii 
they muſt deſtroy it All. But the old Satanical Ani 
is now urg' d again, in the mouth of ſome of our My 
dern Hereticks : What, ſay they, wilt thou be gui 
of Iaolatry, (or Polytheiſm) in Worſhipping Two o 
| Three, Gods ; the Son and the Holy Ghoſt together with 

„ 01 0 nn 
But, my Brethren, who is Guilin of 1dolatry, but hy 
that, in his Religious Worſhip, acknowledgeth not the 


1 


Hqly Scripture-GOD; Declared, Revealed and De 
monſtrated to us, (as far as the Nature oi the Thing 
will admit) iz the Name of the Father, and of the Sm 
f e oo 
Are we Affable, or Civil tq Them once or mmi 
upon occaſion, we mult afterwards avoid them; an 
abhor and deteſt their Errors evermore ! Rom. xvi. 1 
Tis very remarkable here, that tho? there ſoon, an 
during the time of the Ten Perſecutious, aroſe ſeven 
Hereſies, by the Tempter”s. Inſpiration, upon the pu 
verting of the Word; yet when the Church began to 
be Ezlarzed, in the Fourth Century, then many BU. 
phemies,and moſt virulent Hereſies againſt both the v 
and the Holy Ghoſt ſprang up, the Arian eſpecially 
So likewiſe upon the Reformation from the (17 ) Sy! 


Nome, the Ghoſtly Adverſary grew very Jealous again 
and (not here to enlarge on another (19) craft 
| Policy at that time) under the Treacherous Pretente 0 
our Faith, being accountable to our Reaſon, reviv4 
and rais'd up another Race of Hereticks ; who, as thol 
before, tho? they differ'd, widely enough, in fever! 
Points among themſelves, yer fil conſpir'd welle 
ER Dough againſt the Truth; but the Forerunner of 100 
profegors of Reaſon in Matters of Faith, (20) 404 
% His id affuredly, Recanred that his Ern 
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ther with his Hereſy about the Adorable Trinity; | 
1 That alſo concerning Chriſt 1 Death, not bein gthe 
ice of our Redemption: And yet the (21) preſump- 
us reaſoning S0czn/ens, molt (22) perverſely Inter- 
ting and Expounding the Sacred Portions of Faith, 
recably to their præconceiv'd Opinions, ſtill deſpe- 
ey deny (23) Chriſt's Satisfaction, the only Hopeof 
ly Penitent Belzevers : Whereas, all the Wit and 
Hom of Men and Angels can never have any o- 
r Reaſonable Notion of the Method of our Salva- 


Except the Hereticks could now entertain their 
l with a conceit of a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, in 
ing the whole Law; or That of the Stoicks Wiſe 


an, that could rival the Dezty. 


Now, to finiſh this True and ſeaſonable kind of 


cle of Hereſy ; or the Defect or Corruption of the 
17 oht Faith ; I humbly dare ſay, Brethren, that if you 
er {0 throughly and carefully peruſe the Sacred Vo- 
ns, and conſult the Church Annals all along, 


u'll obſerve that all Here owes its Riſe to Oblivion, 
glect, Or. Ignorance of the Bleſſed Seed; to a pre- 
lied Opinion of the Moſaical Pædagogie; to vain 


h or Pride of Reaſon; to Ambition, Commerce, 
L, Contention, or Vain-Glory ; to Curioſity, or 


Superſtztzons Dread; to an Overweaning Conceit of 
& own Underſtanding ; to Fonaneſs for a Perſon or 
ty; or to ſome Exſtatick Fit, or Lew'd Fancy of a 
welation ; Which laſt Folly the grand Impoſtor a= | 
eng the Upbelievers, and the late Ringleader of the | 
welievers likewiſe, both * pretended unto ; and 


they ſeconded their Viſions or Dreams with any 


ele, they might, no queſtion, have had man 
ly re, and the more reaſonable Followers; could they, |?! 
hel 


we had a New Goſpel : But even Moſes ſufficiently 
rn d the People to beware of Lying Signs and Mon- 
em any (pretended) Prophet or Dreamer of 


6 Chriſtie DISCRETION 
Dreams, Deut. xiii. And or Apoſtle is molt ju 
and exceeding Vehement againſt them that trouble 


A 


the Galatians, and tried to pervert the Goſpel ; ( 
i. 7, 8. God ſoon convert, and fo forgive they ! | 

Next, as to the Guilt of Schiſm; *Tis an Unneceſ y 
ry Separation of Belicvers from that part of the vii 0 


Church, of which they were once Members; (may 
not well ſay, of which they ſhould be Members? g 
that, as the Hererick offends againſt Truth, the Sch 
matick offends againſt Charity The Diſſenters wh 
come to our Church upon 'Occafion, will fo preten 
Fin agree with us in Doctrine; and then they ſhoul 
well obſerve what a Learned Iva concerning Sch 
(which, they have been thought to Effeem) teachet 
them, viz. ' © What if Thoſe to whom the Executiat 
of the Pablick Service is committed, do ſomething 
_ © either Unſeemly or Suſpicious, or peradventure Vi 
« lawful? What if the Garments they wear be Ce 
« fur'd, nay indeed be Suſpicious? What if th 
«© Geſture or Adoration be to be ug d to the Altars 
„ now we have Learned to ſpeak ? What if the H 
“é milifl have Preach'd or Deliver'd any Doctrine, 
« the Truth of which we are not well Perſwazea? | 
© thing which very often falls out; yet for all tl 
« we may not Separate, except we be conſtrain 
« perſonally to bear part in them ourſelves: T 
4 Prieſts under Eli had fo ill demean'd themſelve 
about the daily Sacrifices, that the Scripture tells u 
they made them to ffinł; yet the People refus'd nl 
o come to the Tabernacle, nor to bring their Su 
„ 4, WH «(1 be  * > Ms 


As the Papiſts are molt Faulty, injurious to 

Chriſtian Liberty, and Adverſaries to the Truth of 6X 
= if impoſing up of thoſe Things as zeceſſary in! 
ee, which he hath been pleas d to leave free, 
IE Þitrary and Indiffeperr ; ſo the Separatiſts are 104 
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iltty of the ſame Fault, on the other hand, in Con- 
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h ning any of Them as Unlam ful; being in Trath, 0 i | 
a in themſelves Indiſferent Things: Both Extreames 5 
"8 Super /{rious, and ſurely *rwill be po. Ju Excuſe, || f 

Men to ſhun the Saperſtition of Thoſe, ſhall run in- 
the Superſtition of Theſe, and Diſobedience to their 4 


ince too; Who, under Chriſt, is the Supreme Head, 


Governour of His Church upon Earth; and who i 
tobe obey d when he commands Things Lawful, 
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N they ſhould be inconvenient : And when he re- [i 
ich any thing of an different nature, for Decency xf 


d Order ſake, agreeably to our Apoſtle's grand Ca- 
#; 1 Cor. xiv. 40. Ought they not to ſubmit them- 
ves to every (ſuch) Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
ke? In Iadiſferent Things, I ſay; that neither are 
mnanded nor Forbidden in the wp ade And that 
dre are Iadifferent Things, is clear from the Words of 
r Apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 23. All Things are Lan ful for me 
all Things are not expedient; Which muſt be | 
derflood of (25) Indifſerent Things. : 3 
deeing then the Separatiſts can as has been publick- 

ſaid for em) agree with the Church in Point of Do- 
ne; and we ule no other Rites or Ceremonies but 
ch as the Primitive Church us*d; as our Learned 
d Pious Prince ſhew'd them moſt plainly, in the 
gious Conference before his Majeſty, in the firſt Year 
(26) His Reign; and that the Government of out 
urch is as the Primitive was, and of Apaſtolical In- 9 11 
ution; and that there is as good a Diſcipline ex- 1 


ed therein, as the preſent State thereof, and their 


weſſary Separation will admit; as has been all abun- 
itly and compaſſionately ſhewn by the Learned 
0 Pious Members thereof; what then can Excuſe their: 
bilels, Separation ; unleſs they were very Certzmn, 
b Neceſſary ſo to follow: their Judgment, or Conſcience, ||| 
de i be. duly and fully informaf 1 1 


* 


« 
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Our Apoſtle's Precept, Let all Things be done dhe 
and in Order, to Edifying ; is the Rule as was faid, of 
our Keligious Aſſemblies ; and we cannot therefore ax 

way thereby hurt or harm any truly Chri/tiaz Liberh 
No, *tis private Opinion perverſly Wreſts the Scriptum 
Many of the Texts which have been lately thou 
to ſpeak for Presbytery, (which 'tis Notorious, is big 
Teſterday ) are ſhewn invincibly to prove Epiſcopac; 

may be ſoon ſeen in the Learned and Pious Dr. Hm 
mond's Paraphraſe and Annotations on the New Te 
ment; (27) and then for the late Conceit alſo of Ly 
Elders, joining with the Goſpel-Miniſters in Matters 
Spiritual Concern, or Government, there is nothing ai 
all of Proof in the three Portions of Holy Writ, tuli* 
were ſo perverſly Cited for it to the Mock-Senate; a 

the ſame time that the Book of Common. Prayer was | 
Unlawtully and Shamefully taken away; but ratht 
quite the Contrary ; as any one will find that will bu 
calmly conſider the firſt of them, 2 Chron. xix. d, 
10. at his Leiſure; and the other Two are therein like 
wiſe moſt clearly ſhewn to be nothing to the Pini. 

As for the Reformation on the Lake Lemane; 
certainly again, nothing to our Diſſenter's Purpoſe: Fo 
that Pious Man did the beſt he could in that (4% 0 
extream Neceſſity both of Church and State, as his Li 
may ſufficiently ſhew; and his Reſpectful Letters t( 

our Renowned Prelate of the Reformation, and to tl 
then Biſhop of this Dioceſe, Martyrs both, do juſtly in 
ply likewiſe; and 'tis well known he approv'd Epi 
449: And where is any * OzeReforn:'d Church «rs: 
but which highly Eſteems our Eſtabliſpd Church 1 
this Day? F 
11 'Tonce happened to hear our Bleſſed Lora's Words 
SIE YJohs x. 16. relating clearly to Jems and Gentil 
IN Other Sheep I have, wbich are not of this Fold, &c. ſe 
WIE riouſly -lcz'd by a young Diſſenter, to proven 


aan CONSTANCY. | 39 
-mleſs Indiſferency of coming hither or going thither: 
ay there not be any Trading Indifterency, nor Con- 
uncy-in any of uuns r 
As to the other anreaſonable Separatiſts alſo; the 

ye had abundant and irrefragable Anſwers likewiſe, 
great Charity beſtowed on em: As for Pædobap- 
ln particular, by ſeveral of the Learned Clerg y, and 
me of the (28) Lait) too; here to remark only, that 
fants (tis reaſonable to believe) may nom as well en- 
rinto Covenant with God by Buptiſm, as they then 
old by Circumtiſiun: To ſay nothing now of cur 
oft perverſe Cavilling (29) Enthuſiaſts, who have 
en moſt patiently ſerv'd alſo by us, to perſuade and 


rejadice' of their wrong Education, and their perverſe 


eir needleſs Separation: May they begin to Practice 
|, as well as they Profeſs; but let us Pray moſt Hum- 
yand Heartily for their Return; Sincerely pitying 
em in the Uſe of their Exemption. JD 


fe our Brethren, that ſo negle& conſtant Com- 
union with the true Church, but once or twice im- 


rally and diſpaſſionately peruſe the Colleclion of 
and other Diſcourſes by ſeveral Learned Divines 
be fame; moſt plainly ſhewing them the 14. , 


ſcience cry 4 Thouſand Times to the contrary, =_ 
Now a Word or two alſo againſt Immorality ; Drun- 


704 3 | , F : 
ness and Wantonneſs eſpecially; as pretending like- 


ile to be defended, or at leaſt excuſed by theScriptures. 
As for the late growth of this Shameful Folly, we 
all Men ſhould deteſt and avoid it; for having ut- 
ny forſaken the Mſs-Pries; (who could not well 
Kclaim againſt i*, becauſe they themſelves moſt per- 
Wn — verſly 


nvert them; but all to little or no good Purpoſe ; the 
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uples not letting em ſee the Sin and Miſchief of 


Would the ſerupulous or doubting Conſciences of 


able Duty in Point of Conſcience, of conſtant Com- 
on With us ! for Sin is Sin, tho an erroneous (30) 
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no doubt, be readily and confidently returned with 


30 Chriſtian, DISCRETION 
verſly encourage it) we ought to forſake all their (4, 
ruptions too: And accordingly the Bleſſed Mari; . 
ſhop Latimer, frequently and zealoufly Expoz'd it i 
his Godly Sermons, till the Flames ſilenced him; an 
in the long and good Reign following, Incontinny 
was no way Countenanc d in this Land; Maugre al 
the Hing and Scurrilous Whiſpers of Rome to the cn. 
trary; and in the two next true Proteſtant Reigng 
none but the moſt Slanderous Mercenary Pen could de. 
ſcribe the Sin of Uacleanneſs as but conniv'd at thy 
much leſs favour'd with any kind of Allowance: V 
ſome of the moſt Judicious (31) Divines in Chriſens 
dom in their Time, Preachd and Wrote both, publickly 
againſt it; but when that Pious and Virtuous Prin 
Was fo Treacherouſly and Barbarovily Marthered, and 
his Sons Bariſh'd into Regions, if not Churches of Co. 
ruption, no Wonder, if Youth ſo Learn'd the Rona 
Ä i454 „ 
But the Succeſſive Example of the Patriarch vil 
tome Scorn, upon this ſimple Eſſay in the behalf 
Virtue and Piet); but as their Caſe was nothing like 
ours, How mult ours be thought to be like ters! 
As they had the Promiſe, fo had they the Expeds 
tion of the Bleſſed Seed, and a moſt humble and aa: 
neſt Deſire to have the Honour of his being of thei 
Family or Houſhold, (as has been well (32) obſerr) 
which was moſt probably, the chief or one Real 
of Sarai's Advice to Abram, and hope of obtaining 
Children by Hagar, and of RachePs Paſſionate Delit 
likewiſe of having them by Bilhab, as we may jult 
gather from Jacob's Words alſo; and Thar People 
were all along almoſt by expreſs or implicit Command 
in ſuch a ſtate of War with many and potent Gen 
Nations; that without the permiſſion of Pohgam 
they might be apt to think generally, the C 0 
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8 (as has been well (33) obſerv'd alſo) might hin- 
che Promiſe of God concerning their Multitude from 
1 king effect in them: And the fame Reaſon in part, 


icht be given for Moſes the Servant of the Lord his 


k dulging them Divorces; and perhaps it will be ad- 
q Jalfo, that the Patriarchs were Sovereign Princes; 
* even Adam and Seth have been (34) held to be) 
| 4 chen Deut. xvii. 17. will be alledg d, in Privilege, 


bly Wives to himſelf; and not improbably, ſome will 


1 Wok a Text, it may be That doubt ful one, Exod. xxi. 
to vindicate Polygamy in any the inferiour Ranks 
1 Degrees of that People alſo; or elfe, what the La- 


wer ſays, Deut. xxi. 15. If a Man have two Wives, 
beloved and an other hated ; which Woras ſurely 
not well be underſtood as directly relating to Biga- 


"WF but Divorce; for it can't be ſuppos'd that the Ha- 
JF Wite is, if alive, living i Wealock with the Hus- 
ad, becauſe the Text ſays of her, that ſhe was: (not 


che hated one: And now that Temporary Permiſſion 

Divorce, being ſo expreſsly prohibited under the Goſpel 
dur Lord himſelf ; that other Preſumption of Polyg any, 
[0 likewiſe by or Apoſtle moſt fitly, as it ſeems by 
t conſequence, when he ſays in general, (agreeably to 


* 
ba Divine Inſtitution) To avoid Fornication, Let every. 
5 have his own Wife, and let every Wamnn have her 
one” 454d; 1 Cor. vii. 2. Gen. ii. 24. Mat. Xix. 4, 5+ 
ing ed. Xiit. DEER O36 dE: bo pak, 
crys And the (36) prophane Scorners ſhould remember, 
e 47 Men are moſt jaſth under an indiſpenſable Oo. 
E #2 ſo far of doing better, as they do or may know bet- 
than others: And who can be Ignorant of the various 
e Auence of Evil Example? Let me cloſe this Scene 


ith. the excellent Advice of St. Gregor) Nazianzen ; (as 


L 8 ready in that good Book, The dall) Office of a Chriſti- 
% Vitharaw thou me O Lord, from any thing; from which 


F 2 


e better to Abſtain, 


Neither ſball he (ſpeaking of the (35) King) Mal- 
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leſs to quote many Texisſagainſt theFolly of it; the uſe gf 


excels; for he ne'er fell into it gain; and therefore, o 


thoſe muſt needs be Gailty, who are eaſily ent ic into# 


ä —— tre ramen err ern <9 


As: to the Sin of Draakenzeſs alſo; which ſome vn 
call- themſelves Chrgſtians, have endeavour'd to Coun: 
tenance with Scripture likewiſe; tis expreſly condemgy 
therein by CHriſt and his Apoſtles both, ſo that 'tis nee. 


Drink naturally being only to digeſt our Food, and nat 
ratelyro Chear and Refreſh us; but yet thoſe who need 
it leaſt, are Tempted commonly to it 2; and hang 
even 7hence alledg'd Arguments, and brought Exam 
for their Exceſs ; tho? the Pious Author of Ihe whole Dy 
7j of Man has molt clearly ſhewn, that, without being 
Tempted to the higher Degrees thereof, they do ſurcl 
commit Sin, if they any way impair their Health, 9 
miſpend their Time thereby: And herein allo, as indeed 
in all other Offences, the Miſchief of ill Example mult by 
{adly accounted for ne Day: But there are two Sun 
Portions eſpecially abu, d by way of Vindication, ot! 
dulgence therein, via. That of Joſeph and his Brethra 
and that of the Marriage Feaſt in Cana of Galilee, 
Hut before I expoſe the prophane and blaſphemous Fol 
thereof; ” us . that as to the ſame bind of Sn 
e may be guilty. of Ignorance only, or Infirmity, or d 
Filfalueſs; as is 55 3 in the — of Nu 


probably, was culpable only in Point of Igaorance;cr 1 
firmity, not of N- ufulneſs or Preſumption , of which 4 


again and again; and our 4poſtle has told them moſt plu 
? | and Solesnulj, that They who do ſuch Things, pal n 
aberit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor vis 10. Gal. v. 21 
. . Now: as to the Meeting of Jeſenh and his Bretluell 


could be on this ſide Heaven) there is nothing in all tha 
Story that looks like this Exceſs ; for the Words are, MM 
they Drank and were Merry with; bim, Gen, xliii. 34. th. 
is to fay, They being lavited to Dine at his Houle, 4, 


89 
whe a * 


nd CONSTANCY. 33 
his Preſence, (tho they might not ſit with him at the 
ne Board, by Reaſon of the Egyptian Superſtition) and 


— 


f vingMeſſes ſent them from is Table as a Token ofa 
WE} kind Reſpect for them; and being alſo firſt told by 


Ruler of his Houſe, that they need not, be afraid, 
r troubled, in the leaſt, about the Mone) found in 
air Sacks Mouth; for that Divine Providence, he 


e it ſo again: This moſt unexpected turn of Things 


d chearful;- but *ris here obſervable, that Joſeph, yet 
om to them, occaſionally had told them, CHap. xlii. 
it he feared God: And now we can no more from 
xe well conclude, that becauſe there was certainly 
Plenty, they Eat or Drazk to Exceſs ; than that 
amin eat five times more than any one of them, 
cauſe he had five times as much ſent him. 

$45 for the other Pretence for Exceſs, upon ſome ſo- 
nn Meeting, or Occaſion, which ſome Profane Reaſo- 


18's have drawn from the want of Wire at the Feaſt 
Holy Lord Adorn'd and Beautified with his Pre- 
þ ve: The Marriage was, moſt probably, between ſome 
4's 00 f 


the poorer Relations of the Bleſſed Virgin; ſhe being 
re at the firſt, John ii. and our Saviour and his Dy 
ls (probably, Andrew, Peter, Philip and Nathanael; 
om he had choſe) were Invited alſo; (Holy Joſeph, 
; moſt likely, being then Dead ;) now either by rea- 
of the meanneſs of their Condition; or the unexpett- 


an uſual, on a general Invitation, their Proviſions 

not ſufficient for thoſe their Holy Gueſts; and 
rclore: Chriſt was pleaſed, in His Seaſon, miracu- 
Wy and bounteouſly to turn a great many Gallons of 


N to manifeſt his Divinity in fo ſupplying their pre- 


d them, had order'd Things ſo that they ſhould | 


t make them very Merry, that is, exceed ing glad 


coming of many of their Relations or Friends more 


Wer into Wine for their Uſe; not, we are certain, to 
tenance any the leaſt Riot or Exceſs, but then to 


ſeat 
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34 Cbriſtian DISCRETION , 
ſent Occaſion ; and for a Moderate Uſe thereof both 
themſelves and others,by way of a laſting bleſſed Pref 
to and for their other poor Holy Friends; long after th 
Feaſt (kept the Day after the Wedding) was don. 
No they that would. from hence likewiſe, eaſ 
Conjecture, or Countenance any Exceſs, ought well 
conſider our ApoſHe's Words, viz. What Fruit hal] 
then in thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſhamed , fur i, 
end of thoſe Things is Death? Rom. vi. 21. 
Had 1 time, there are other Vices and Follies ; hy 
they would not be thought to fall within the view 
our Text ; but one would willingly have theDeif com 
within it for his Good; but he generally defpiſeth a 
rejects the whole Holy Scripture, as ſuch; if then heh 
of a Cyaick Genius, he'll Snarl or Frown ; if a P/ 
rhonian, hell N at the Vain Argument, at le 
becauſe, forſooth, he hath read, or heard of ſome Re 
Differences in the Canonical Scripture; but, alaſs! thei 
own Reaſon, if Sanctifed, would ſoon convince them 
that all the ſeeming Contradictions therein, and re: 
_ Difficulties in the Chronology and Genealogies ; nay, th 
Tares which God ſuffer'd to be ſowed in them, whilſt Me 
ſlept ; or in ſome Elemental Parts of the Holy Scriptureant 
a very. ſick Conſequence for, even nothing to the pur 
poſe of, their Iacredulit); becauſe All of em, as hath bee 
well (37) obſerv'd, don't import one Subſtantial Incante 
nience, or Hindrance in the ways of Salvation ; as may bt 
well ſeen, eſpecially, in Moſes's mention of but on 
Cainaan, and St. Luke's ſpeaking of Another; from ti 
| Septuagimt”s Tranſlation ; which in this is, undoubtedl 
contrary to Truth; tho? the Evangeliſts and Ant 
quoted it ſeveral times rather than the Original; | 
having pleas'd God {who even in theſe Things 4 
ſeth not the Ways of Men) that the Scripture mig 
be the ſooner known, and to the more, to ſuffer itt 
pals rather by the Streames than from the Founta 


and CONSTANCT. 35 
{tis an invincible Reaſon for the Scriptures Part, that 
er Eſcapes ſhould be ſo purpoſely let paſs, and yet 
Gaving or Subſtantial Part at all ſcarce mov'd out of 
place: See the Letter to a Deiſt. 

Now therefore, in order to convert the Infidel De- 


> Conteſt, would I here apply only two or three 
n Texts to his Heart, vis. Whoſoever believeth on him, 
rift, ſhall not be aſhamed : Faith cometh by hearing, and 


„ faith the Angel, that which is ngted in the Scripture 
Truth, Dan. x. 21. Search the Scriptures, faith our 
za, John v. 39. And He ſaith, The Scripture cannot 


oten, John x. 3 5. Our Apoſtle reaſord with the Jews. 
X t of the Scriptures, Acts xvii. 2. 1t is contain d in the 
0 ure, Behold, T lay in Sion a Chief Corner-Stoze, elict, 

| 


ious: and he that belicveth on him ſhall not be confound- 


1 Pet. ii. 6. Whatſcever things were writeen aforetime, 


pen by Inſpiration, and is profitable for Doctrine, for 
Ic Goſpel of Grace being fo freely offer*d to thee) rea- 
mea God, upon the Strength of thy own Free-wel, 


thout the Mediation of a Righteous Saviour? The 


js Cloſe up upon Thee. 


0 d the great Miſchiefs of Wilfulneſs, Careleſneſs, and 
0 lalneſs, unaccountably treſſed together ſometimes 


: Us ſhould keep Kyowledge, and they ſhould ſeck 
„hi, Mouth; as faith the laſt of the Prophets. 


ind yet, not to repeat that many of the fe ormer He- 
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alſo, to Chriſt's Religion; having thus plainly ſtated 


1 
— . . A I — 222 


uring by the word of God, Rom. x. 11. 17. 1 will ſbem 


CARES . 


e written for our learning, Rom. xv. 4. All Scripture 


proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
im. iii. 16. Wilt thou, Incredalons Sinful Man, 


wh hope to be accepted, like the Pelazian, with the 
4 God lighten thy Darkneſs alſo, and take from thee 
Evil Heart of Unbelief before the Evening of thy 


lus have we, as briefly as well might be, conſi- 


1 Over-skillfulneſs in Religious Matters: But the 
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 reticks fell generally into their ſtrange Conceirs hy f 
turning to their Philoſopſy, 'tis remarkable that mſi 


dy of Divinity; and yet ſo fir to lead themſelves xx 


Art comes ſo very Home to them: Every one may ol 


Charge and Expence, as is obſerv'd, labour to poif 


all the chief Articles and Points of onr Faith and Re 


the Lively Oracles; and welt Compare them, and co 


36 Cbriſtian DISC RETTION 


the latter ones were not at all bred up in the / 23) % 
others Aſtray : Tho the old Compariſon of the $4 


at a Cable, hen they are Weighing; but every one 
not guide the Helm, or direct the Courſe when theyy, 
| Nay, the Guides themſelves may ſometimes aſe 
Heterodox Opinions and Prodigious Errors; count 
the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith they were ſunitif} 
an unholy thing, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of Gra 
Heb. x. 29. And all this their Folly ariſeth from hen 
that they will prove or try the Truth in a wrong pr 
poſterous way: They-prz-conceive or learn ſomes: 
tical Notions, {which the Evil (39) Emiſſaries,at ge 


both, Towz and Country with; and then they will fn 
with peruſe the Iuſpir'd Volumes, and, as it that we 
not enough, thoſe of the Ancient Fathers too, | 
Proof and Teſtimony ; whereas, in all Reaſon, thi 
ſhould fir/# conſult the Living Ancients, their $! 
tual Fathers and Superiors, in their moſt Learned at 
Pious Comments, Expoſitions and other Diſcourſes( 
gion; and then moſt humbly, with a Soul full of D 
votion and Reſignation to be taught of Gd, run 


ſider how they ſtand Interpreted and Expounded. I 
Holy Scriptures are (contrary to what the Rom! 
hold Perſpicuous) and Sufficient to Salvation: Bub 
deed, as to the more Sublime Myſteries therein, 
Well is deep,; and even thoſe are no way able to dt 
the living Water without all thoſe foreſaid Holy H 

Now ſhould I be ſo ſucceſsful as to win every 8 
to a conſtant Proof, or Trial of Doctrines, and Io 


+ tender ſome Rule to go by therein, my Thoughts 
uſt be the leſs profitable; I muſt therefore repeat, 


ze, whereby all Doctrines may, and muſt be Exa- 
; nothing may be taken away therefrom, nor any 
ing added thereto : And thexce therefore muſt we de- 
ve ſome matter of Rule for your Uſe: And what can 


And where may we have any one any way compa- 
ble to our Excellent Charch-Ctechiſm, hes duly 
younded ? Which, *tis certain (to ſilence the Schiſ- 
ticks unreaſonable Cexſares thereof was Compos'd 


nmon-Prayer- Book; by thoſe Godly Fathers and 
Wis, who were all ready to Die for it, as they ſoon 
er really ſhew*d. And who will forget how wonder- 
ly it has been Iwice Reffor'd to the Church; when 
lad been once the Loſs of Lyfe, and again the Loſs 
Livelihood almoſt to Uſe it?ꝰ 18 

When we hear Sermons then or any Religious Diſ- 
urſe, and obſerve any Point of Doctrine therein deli- 
red,of the ruth whereof we are not fully perſwaded; 


bat Part or Branch thereof it relateth unto; our Vo 
Baptiſm; our Faith, or Manners, or our Duty of Praj- 
or Chriſt's Sacraments : All therein contain'd and 
plain'd briefly : And if'ſtill unſatisfied; repair ye to 
e Paſtor, which Providence allots us; bur if yet un- 
tified ; to ſome other Lawful Miniſter of God's 


Ws way, you praying for a Bleſſing on his Labours, 
he for you, will you ever be well Reſolv/, to the 
ung of your Souls; being ſo preſerv'd from the 
"is of having Erred (as Teachers) and being De- 
wed; (as Followers,) both groundleſsly, and therefore 
ally, going from our Pure Primitive Church. 


G Th 
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Lit the Holy Scripture is the only Standard or Touch- 


ſo but, as our Apoſtle elſewhere intimates, a Form of 
Litrine, or of Sound Words, Rom. vi. 17. 2 11m. i. 13. 


rceably to the Primitive Forms, together with the 
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us forthwith recollect our Catechiſim; conſidering 


ord, (as the Church directs us) and, no doubt, in 


— — — _ — — ——— 
> — — a ye — = 4 — - 2 2 
8 — * 7 = WM 558 wa 3 
— e 4 33 +5 As — 
X e A $648 33 ; 


— 
„ü 468” or, — aa # 


OY k jr 0 NO” 


1 Cbriſtian DISCRETION & 
Thus have I done with my Firſt General Dorin 
touching the Chriſtian Virtue therein requir'd, hie 
is term'd Diſcretion ; Prove all Things: Now the Secgy/ 
General Doctrine would ſucceed, concerning Chrifi 
Conſtaney; Hold faſt that which is Good. 

Secondly. The Neceſſity of which Point would h 
the more profitably diſcover'd for our Uſe, had y. 
now time to conſider well the Threefold keeping o 
holding faſt of Holy Things or Doctrines; which my 
be thought to be here chiefly intended, vis; 1. Th 
Holdiag faſt or keeping of them in our Head or My 
„; 2. The keeping of Them fo in our Heart or 4 
ction; and 3.1n our Practice, or Life and Converſt 
on: With which brief, but plain Deſcription of th 
our Duty of Conſtancy, or Faithfulneſs and Perſevern" 
in all Holy Doctrines, to the End of our Days, Imy 
cloſe this tedious Diſcourſe. 0 

In a word then, Let every one look well to himſe 
upon what Grounds he ſtands ; leſt he be [bali 
or waver hither and thither, in a Lakewarm Humour 
or confidently Err, not knowing the Scriptures : Whic 
being «zderſtood aright, and obſervd accordingly, al 
able to make us Wiſe unto Salvation; through Fi 
which is in Chriſt Jeſas, 2 Tim. iii. 
To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghof,, t 
One, only True, Glorious, Adorable Lord God, be 40; 
cribed, as is moſt due, in all Churches of the Saint 
all Wiſdom, Power, Honourand Glory, with Thank 
giving, this Day, and for Evermore, Amen. 


O Lord God Almighty, who didſt endue thy holy1 
poſtle Barnabas with ſingular Gifts of the H 
Ghoſt; Leave us not, we beſeech Thee, deſtitute 


jas 


thy manifold Gifts,, nor yet of Grace to uſe ti 
' alway tothy Honour and Glory, through Fejus C 1 
our Lord. Amen. | 


(39). 
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Quotations and Obſervations. 

4s to the late Pretended Prophets; and all other Ex- 
thaſias; ſee Dr. Hammond's Excellent Diſcourſe 
concerning New Light, or Divine Illumination. 


8 


Upon the P RE RAC E. 


Herbert ; ſometime Orator of the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
(2) The Diſſenters have groundleſsly ſaid, That our J iturgy 


eds think otherwiſe 5 when, rho' the Romaniſts own St. Barnabas to 
an Apoſtle, their Kalendar will not have it to be a Day of Obliga- 


er mind any of them, but only to remember the Fairs and Quarter- 
dg; thereby; without once thinking, as the Ancient Church did, on 
heir Faith, Piety, Vircue, Courage, and Patience, in Life and Death, 
3) Since we can ſcarce once have any Congregation on the Weeks 
97, one would willingly uſe the proper Prayer on the Lord's Day be» 
re as well as on the Ordination Sunday; that the whole Church may ſa 
e better Joyn in begging a Bleſſing on the Miniſters then Ordained- 
(4) A certain (Proteſtant) Pious Peer, hath, we hear lately Built 
nd Endow'd, Two Churches ; one moſt convenient eſpecially, in a 
pulous Nezghbourhood ; and the News mentions the like Pious Works 
| other Places lately, for Divine Service. „„ 
(3) Abailardus, a French Philoſopher and Divine, about the Vear 
Four Lord, 1140. Spanhemii Epirome, Go. oo 


- of a Credible Proteſtant Divine therein O/ thodox ; tho a Lu- 
an. NE S 5 55 5 


(7.) The above-praifed, Author of The Temple: Would bis (pre- 


dme plain and pions Annotations, for the ſake of either Sex generally; 
order to free their Souls from the love of Profane Poetry ; there be- 
ip nothing of Mit and Art therein, any way Comparable Therewith ! 
(3) The like Author of The Synagogue : And would both thoſe choice 
yorks of Sacred Nit may Kill be Joyn d (as they are) and Je flous 

_— G 2 


Prieſt, to the Temple; Chap. 2. By the Learned and Pions Mr. 


hitates the Maſs- Book; bur as to this Saint, eſpecially, they mult 


* 


im, as they term it: And the more is the Shame now, the People 


(6) For want of thoſe Volunſes, I rely on the Word, and Obſerva- 4 [ 
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ent) Reverend Succeſſor, would ſoon ſer forth thoſe Sacred Poems, with | 9 i 
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40 Quotations and Obſervations. 

_ (9) Gold to Him, as a King; Frankincenſe, às to GOD ; and 
Myrrbe, as to a Mortal Man. ö 

(10) Mr. Maittaire's Eſſay againſt Arianiſm, &c. or, A Reph th 
Mr. V Wh. (who, ſince bis Expulſion, has thought fir, molt con, 
dently, to Publiſh where he inhabits in Town: Which he would 
ſcarce have done, had the furious bloody Zeal of an Inquiſitim, c 
the like Mrit de Hæretico combu: endo been here in uſe!) 
(11) Sear. 9 and 10. W. III. C. 32. and Stat. 1. W. and M. 5, 
1. c. 18. R ts | | 

(12) By the Author of The Whole Duty of Man. 
13. Natural Religion, they are pleaſed to call it; tho, who will 
tell them when and where there ever was any ſuch thing as mere Nu, 
tural Religion, ſince the Fall at leaſt; that is to ſay, any Religion at all, 
juſtly ſpeaking, unleſs we will ſuppoſe then and there ſome Know. 
ledge of the Preceprs given to the Sons of Adam and Noah, cr of Th 
Promiſe : When and where then was there ever that Natura] Religi 
en; which too many, ſhutting cloſe and faſt the Bible, would fan 
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ſer up for now a-days ? 0 | 
Natural Religion would Men have! Why, let em Conſider, that a3 

the Stoicks thereby founded a Pride of Works, which the Phariſees 
imitated, and the Pa piſt: have borrow'd from them and rhe Secinis 

ant fronmtbem in ſome meaſure | kewiſe; ſo rhe Epicureans, as to their 
Practice, (not here to go back to the Source thereof be ore the Fd) 
may be look d upon as the promoters of Senſuality according to Natue; 
and therein the Sad iuces ſeemed 10 follow them; and all later Liber. 
tine: to have trod in their Ste pts : Such have been the Diſcoveries and 
Dictates of Natural Religion]! Ye Men of the World, Get you Buble, 
ſaid St. Chryſoſtom, And Open your Bibles, for Shame or Fear. 
I could tell a true Srory of a Socinian, who was accounted a very 
beneſt Gentleman; bur I'm aſſur d he Convers'd with one to whom he 

was not Married: Will not the Chriſtian Law term it, Antc-nupuial, 
Fornication ! ry 2: 1.5 PO Lu | 

(14) Dr. Comber------ Office, of Matrimony 3 God rather connivd 

at Po/ygamy in the firſt Ages, than allowed it; and in the Goſpe! 1t 1s 
plainly forbidden. 3X Angina 

- 1 (15) Dr. Hammond Pratt. Catechiſm; and Annotations on As). 
Dr. Pierce Pacific Orthod. Theol. Corpuſe. 7. Præcept. and ibe 
late Learned and Devaut Bp. of Sr. 4/aph's Expoſition, Cc. 

(6) Dr. Heyhn's Hiſtory of the Reformation. 

(47) Publiſhd with all the known Authors Names, 1689. 

1.118) A. B. Tillorſon's Diſcourſe of Tranſulſtantiation : And Bp. il 
Uing fleets unanſwerable Charge of Idolatry againft the Church af Ne. 
(19) Dr. Claget's compleat Diſcourſe of it. 
(20) Primate Bramball's'Diſcourſes againſt the Romans/ts. Bp. T0. 
dar's Diſſwaſive Jem Popery : And Mr. Pogle's Dialogue between“ 
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an Egli Proteſtant. 


Quotations and Obſervations. 4r 


'1655.in which Year he departed this Life, and having given Her 
Mnſwer concerning Fuſtification and Sandi ification; ſhe requeſted 
know what his Apprehenſions were of a very great Perſecurton to 
on the Churches of Chriſt in theſe Nations; concerning which he 
yery confidently ſpoken ſome Years before, when we were in the 
et ourward Peace and Settlement; whether he did believe thoſe 
Times paſt, or did yet expect them to come: He anſwer d, They 


„. you be not found in the Outer Court, but a Worſhipper in the 
l, ple, &c. He added, that the Papiſis were in his ebeem the Gen- 
We ſpoken of, Kev xi. they having teviv d the Gentil Mur ſhip in 
h 4doring of Images, and making to themſelves many Med: ators, 
pl alſo ſaid. That this Perſecution was then deſigning amongſt them; 


| char it ſhould be in the way of a ſuddain Maſſacre, 


a3 sonly Daughter the Lady Tyrrel, about the fame time; telling 
ery that ſhe poſſibly might live to, ſee that ſad Time; and there- 
Me a 


ſaid he, Take heed that you be not found Sleeping. 
he ſame he reiterated to the Chief Baron's Wife Mrs. Boyle, with 
difference of Circumſtance, that if they Reſtore the King, it may 
be, be a little longer Delay d; bur it will ſurely come, and 
efo e ſaid he to her, Be not found unprepared for it. 


unlikely to come to paſs ; yet which ſhe had liv'd to ſee come to 
$ according to his 555 

ention to What the Learned and Holy Primate had tnen ſo Sor- 
fully Utrer'd. Pos | | 


ken Her moſt Gracious Maje'ty and the Illuſtrious Houſe of Han- 
7) it may ſeem beſt to ſtand upon our Guard, as well Spiritual 
Temporal ; Conſidering eſpecially, bow ſoon the Pe petua Peace 
True and Sincere Friendſhip, (Art. 1.) made 1697, was ar an 
tho the ſame was ſo Sincerely and Inviolably to be obſery'd and 
dt, that the one ſhould promote the Intereſt, Honour and Advan- 
of the other; and (Art. 4.) 'rwas Promiſed and Agreed, that the 
would on no Account whatſoever di'turb the oth-r in the free 


„ to any Enemy; nor in any manner whatſoever favour the 


„ Ships, of in any other way, by Sea or- Land, any Perſon, who 


ty id at any time, under any Pretence whatſoever. Diſturb or Mo- 
ele ia the: free and full Poſſeſſion of Hit Kingdoms, Ge. 


Memorandum, That Archbiſhop Uſher, viſiting the Lady Reni ta, 
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te yer to come; and that they would fall on all the Proteſtans 
rches in Europe: Who will, ſaid he, fall under a ſorer Perſe-uti- 
han ever yer they have had upon them: And therefore, ſaid be, 
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e repeated the ſame Prediction for Subſtance, with many Tears, 
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he aboveſaid Lady R. declar'd ſhe had heard him predict Things 


rediction; which made her give the more 


Now (tho we are juſt now Aſſur d of the perfect F 1enaſoip be- 


leſion, Go. nor give or afford any Aſſiſtance directly or indire- 


Miraeies, &c. and that for that end, he would not affiit with 
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42 Quotations and Obſervations, 


And we know e foon own'd and ſer np the pr. for K of E. Wh 
the King reſented, in his Speech to the Parliament, not only as the x; 
Indignity 3 but obſerv'd how nearly it concerr'd every Man, who hat 
Regard for the Proteflant Religion, or the preſent and future Quiet aud H, 
pinefs of his Country, Oc. | | 

And what the Prince Wrote to King Fames, upon his going over tot 
Prince of Orange is very Remarkable, viz. Whilft the reſtleſs Spirits of of 
Enemies of the Reformed Religion, back'd by the cruel Zeal and vd 
Power of France, juſtly Alarm and Unite all the Prorettant Princes, / 
not deny my Concurrence, tc. | | | 
_ (21) The State of the Proteſtants of Ireland under the late King 4m 
Government, Cc. See Chap. 1. (Publiſhed by Authority.) 
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— — — 


QUOTATIONS and OBSERV ATION; 
' Vpon the SERMON, 


(3) Erimtbus and Ebion, with the Gyoſticks, the fotlowers of ſin 
Magus; and not improbably the Nicolaitans; Rev. ii. and 
the Nr rens. | 2 | 

(2) Dr. Ectwards's Free Diſcourſe of Truth and Error; concerning 56 
mes elpeciaky. x | | | mw 

(3) Five Letters concerning the Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptur 
Which may be worth Peruſal, with Caution; and were not deſign'd to 
any Service to the Sceprick or Deiſt. | | 

(4) Of anal macs Ti e N ue EN, ev. 

{5) Biſhop Wilkins's Diſſertation; Synopſis Critic, &c. Gen. vi. 

(6) Voſpus de Origine & Progreſſu Idololatriæ. Selden de Dls. 51s. 

(7) Expofition of the Apoſtles Creed, by Biſhop Pearſon. Bilhop 0 
ral Convocation-Book. 2. N EN 

(*) Pliy ſheweth plairly how the Primitive Chriſtians of his time, 
fad time of Perſecution, by Trajan) were wont, among other their l. 
ions Exerciſes, to ling an Zymn, Carmen Chriſto, quaſi DEO ; Lib. 10. 
97. Which one wauld yet humbly Hope would help to remind thel 
Fiflative Power not to ſaffer the Publick Sale of Obſrene and B icchnd Bo 
or Ballads; with Fortune-telling Schemes, or Verſes alſo, without ſome 
walty : Which the Chief Officer of any Town or Place might be 4uthot 
to Inflict, upon View, or Information.] And here I think I may bell 
remark alſo what St. Chryſoſtom abſerv'd to the People of Antioch, | 
the Reman Senate would not admit Chriſt among their GODS, (tho l 
had decreed Alexander an Apothbeafis) viz. becauſe they took it ih, 
without their Leave, by reaſon of his Miraculous Works He had be 
frawn the People, every where almoſt, to Worſhip Him, a3 4 GD; | 
vy had the Aight of appointing Divine Honour, _ 
Both theſe true Stories may tend to teftify the carly and general belief 
,,,, d 8 
(8) The ſaid Excellent Expoſition. 

(9) Ur. Hammond on i Jabn v. Note a. And alſo Dr. Smiib's Apfel 
to the Credibility of the Myſteries, &c. * 

(10, See Biſhop Vearſen 8 Ex poſition of the creed, (10 


"Quotations and Obſervations. 43 
1) The faid Expoſirion again; for Confirmation of that fundamenrd 


2) It may be, not Ty, here remark'd, that Fve, npon the 
h of Cain, humbly ſaid, / bave gotten 4 Man from the Lord; as our 
nion reads it: But ſeveral Learned Commentators will have the ori- 
t6 impott bas, I have gotten a Man the Lord; the Hebrew, as they 
matically argue, ſignifying Febovah only: Now tho ſhe was ſo much 


Id bruiſe the Serpents Hrad; yet from thence it ſeems plain enough, 
ſt they then believed the Bleſſed Seed both GOD and Man $ And I would 
mbly 0bſerve here, that our Tranſlation, which follows the Original, 
let the Neuter and Maſculine both to our Bleſſed Saviour; Gen. iii. 
t ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel: Which 
y well intimate both his Divine and bumane Nature! But ſee The Trea- 
concerning the Divine Perſections and Perſons. | 
13) By Biſhop Pe ar ſon; as aforeſaid. 

14) By Biſhop Stillingfl-er. | 

15) See the Learned Diſcourſe on 1 Sam vi. 5. And the iu Mo- 
chy: By Mr. F. Gregory, ſometime of Chriſt-Church Oxon. 


lex in Oxford, and Publick Orator, juftly evinced in a Sermon; 1 reach- 
before the ſaid Univerſity; on 1 Tim. i. 19. = | 

To ſupply the Defefs of Reaſon (d imm as it is even in Natural and 
al things, but dark as darkneſs itſelf in things Supernatural aud Di- 


4) without which we could never, by the Light of Keaſon alone, have 
d out the right way that leadeth to eternal Happineſs. Biſhop Sander- 


if, or Profefſor of Natural Religion, forſooth ! | 
[17) Super flition (not regarding the Exymolog y, but Signification of the 
rd) ſtrictiy taken may import the Dread or Solicitous Horſhip of ma- 


ls or Demons, even Lead Hero's or Spirit: Deified; a5 Ads xvii. 
0. K Word (in the Greek) appears to be uſed ; but ſome of the Heathen 


is underſtood it of a greater Dread of the Deities than needs be, as they 
in d; others us'd it as ſignifying the greateſt Devotion and Piety or 
nour they could poſſibly Pay unto them: But the Word, Superſtition, 


its or kinds, the unlawful} Worſhip of the Deity, as contrary to His 
%; or any way or manner thereof, made Neceſſary, that He hath not 


ly Forbidden; and alſo all Attempts of Divination z or other vain 
el vations thereby: Of which two laft Branches or Kinds of Superſtition, 
ſome of the Popes and other Fathers of that Corrupt Church have been 
Webt very Guilty, yet I charge them not upon the whole Body thereof; 
t who would eydeavour to clear their Church from the Guilt or Scandal of 
two former and more dired kinds of SuperSition ; Thar of Worlhip- 


fous Worſhip of the Creature! | 3 

know G00 is to be Worſhip'd, John iv. 24. in Spirit, (contrary to 
Samaritay way; by a viſible Otje@) and in Truth ; (contrary to 
3 | | 5 the 


5 


2 97 
2 7 
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ken, thinking ber ſelf the woman, and that ber Son the Seed that 


16) As my Learned aud Pious Brother, ſometime Fellow of Magdalene 


7) it was, that it pleaſed the Viſdom and Goodneſs of our God to at- 
| us another Light, (viz. that of Supernatural Revelation in his Holy 


s Preface to his Sermons 3 Sect. XXI. Here's a Word again to the 


more largely taken, as it is oppos'd to true Piety, contains theſe four 


Pinted: The Adoring or Worſhipping of the Creature, which He bath 


ig their Creator after their own Evil inventions ; and This, of the Ido- 
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' "Wl Quotations and Obſervations. 
the F-wiſh Rites, by Types or Shadows; the Subſtance being come) 
then ſhould they now think that Sacred Lamps, or Lighted Ihr 
Noon-tide) or Sacrifice, or Incenſe, are any Way Acceptable in his Wil 
or Service? that ſuch Habits and ſo many Solemn Cringes can please“ 
Honour Him; or that good Fiſh (with Wine) is more approv'd, than . 
by Zim? Or that even their Lene ſhould be of any Advantage to th 
Souls; being conftantly uſher'd in by a moſt lewd Carnival! See g 
Learned Dioceſan's moſt complete Diſcourſe of Chriſtian Liberty; Chay,1 
Let more Superſtitious, and plainly [dolatrous, is their Saint and In 
Worſhip; and what leſs of ſhameful Folly can be thought of their Cyl 

crated Bells, or Herbs to drive away Diſeaſes, or Holy Water to keep or d 
fend em from the Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil? An 4prus DEI; q 
Saints Relicks! May not the People Search the Scriptures now; and my 
.the Sufficient and Perſpicuous Rule of Faith, and Life be ſuperſeded by h 
mane /nventions, and uncertain Tradition! dangerous and damnable 0 
ce its! See the (new) Creed of Pope Pins IV. ſeaſonably added in the Clo 
of the Appendix, to the late Learned Biſhop of St. David's, his compi 
of the Church of Rome. 3 "7, 

(18) And here to Inftance more Remarkably in but one of their Com 
Dottrines, viz. that henial Sins, (ſuch is Fornication with them) though V 
repented of too, will not exclude them from the favour of God, nor from! 
vation; The Holy Scripture knows no ſuch Diſtinction of Venial and Mc 
tal Sins, but clearly condemns that Zodtrine ; telling us plainly, that if 
Wages of Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 23- and Curſed is every one that contin 
not in al Things Written in the Book cf the Law 10 do them, Gal. iii. 10. bi 
there is one Jext at leaft, which it may be, al! Sinful Profeſſor: are will 
and ready to take to Comfort their Souls withall, in the Proof of that wrtt 
ed Diſtinfion, 1 Foln v. 16, 17. If any Man ſee bis Brother fin a 
which is not unto Death, he ſhall ask, and he ſhall give him Lite for th 
that fin not unto Death. There is a Sin unto Death: I do not ſay thatl 
ſhall Pray for it. All Unrighteouſneſs is Sin: And there is a Sin nt K 
Death: Bot this cannot be thought to be to their purpoſe, becauſe Sin (la 
to be) not unto Death, by not being timely and truly Repented of, (b 
wil fully or contumacioully continued in) will become Sin unto Death; th 
, exclude them from Church-Communion here, and by Conſequence, fro 
Heaven hereafter. See Dr. Hammond on the Place. 

And they ought to conſider how the Scripture hath taught us to Pry, 
only againſt Preſumptuous Sins, but that we may be cleanſed from our 
cret Faults; And how our Lord him ſelt bath plainly told us, that he th 
ſhall break the leaſt of Gods Commands, and teach Men ſo, ſhall be call 
(that is, be) the leaſt in (that is, Shur our of) the Kingdom of Heal 
Math v. 19. See Lal. v. 4, 5. Hab. i 13. „ 

. (19) About the ſame time, Ignatius Loyola laid the Foundation of tl 
moſt precious Order z the Feſuites, ſo famous now for their Poverty, Cha 
and Loyalty! See but Hoſpinian's Hiſtory of em. 8 ; 

(20) The Monks indeed, who might moſt of em envy his Learning, ® 
Other Srorics of bim. . | Bath "+. 

(21) Cirellus, tho' a Learned Man, pleads the Cauſe as precarioull 
others; ſee his Oration, Cur nec Moſes, &c. 
(22) Biſhop Pearſor's Exp: ſition of the Creed clearly Confutes all 
moſt intricate and abſurd Haretical Sopbiizg, | 05 1 


(23) Crotius de SatisfaQione Chriſti, And Learned Outram De $ acrifi- 
fy C 


c. | 98 

(24) Traft of Schiſm, plac'd at the end of Mr. Hales's Works. 

25) See Biſhop Sanderſon's Sermon tbereon. in 

46) Conference at Hampton Court: See Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle. 
27) Jee eren the Modeſt ' Proof of the Order and Government ſettled by 
i and his Apoſtles in the Church, Publiſh'd at Edinburgb firſt, and 


printed at London, 1705. 


* 


# The Judgment of the Foreign Reformed Churches concerning the 


es and Offices of the Church of England. 
) A Summary of the Controverſy concerning the Baptizing of Infans. 


uſs, | | 1 

2 Mr. Aaſon's (Pacifick) Sermon, of the Authority of the Church in 
king Canons and Conſtitutions, & c. Ke-printed 1705. ” 

11) Biſhop Sanderſon's Sermon, on Ger. xx. 6. at St. Paul's Croſs. 
d Dr. Fammond's Pratt. Catech. VII Commandment. 1 
2) Biſhop Latimer's Sermons before King Fdward the VI. 

330). Preface to Venerable Mr. Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Politie. 

24) Selden's Titles of Honour. | | | Kos 

(35) See the Form of Prayers (p. 35. eſpecially) us'd by his late Ma- 


N. 1704. and probably compoſed by the late Arck-Biſhop of C. becauſe 
reſorver the Court is, the King and Queen are ſpeciales Domeſtici Paro- 
ni Dom, Archiepiſc. Cant. Analyſis of Honour; by Matthew Carter, Eſqz 
36) Not to ſpeak here of the Prophane Neglect of the Lord*s-Day, 
ch is very Shameful z even that Day being now often thought the fit- 
to take or begin a Journey upon, without any Neceſſuy ; it may be, 
aule the Priuy- Council Sits then in that Caſe ; I ſhall crave leave only 


rather for our Comfort, than greater Caution: King David, in particular, 
le them exceeding Chearful and Facetious; o'er that ſinful Folly, eſpecial- 
in the Matter of Vriab; for after all, they would obſerve him to be ſaid 
de 4 Man after the Lord's own Heart, 1 Sam. xiii. not 0bſerving that 
Was ſo ſpoken of upon the account of his eſpectal Service to the Glory 
Ged ; before his Succeſſion to the Crown, and that bis Guilt; and that 
book of Pſalms plainly. ſhews that he led a whole Life of Kepentance 
(wards, So that (not to mention how frequently thoſe Witty Men make 
with God's Holy Name, ) one mutt needs obſerve they prophane his Ho- 
Word, at leaſt, to ſay no worſe of em, by their Obſervations. 

37 See the Preface to the Learned Works of the above-cited Mr. Gre- 


| St. Mark, not exprefling the ſame thing the ſame way. 
33) Mr. Chewney's Cage of Unclean Birds. | 


Velen, of Blefſed Memory, was in the War-Time bired alſo to give à 
eand abuſive Account of the Church of England to the Foreign Churches $ 
le Aſembly of Divines did the like, See the Judgment of the Fore1/n 

| | * e Reformed 


II 
r 


95 | Quotations and Obſervations, 45 


29) Quakeriſm a Complication of Hereſy, Schiſm, &c. And Snake in the 


ly King William in his Cloſet 3 atteſted and recommended by #. Biſhop 


mention what I was once unavoidably (on the Road) forc'd to hear; a 
vg Reflection on the Patriarcbs; as if what is Recorded of them, might 


* And his Kaivdy Seurte©-: And alſo his Obſervation on St, Marth. 


50 Dr. Bray's Eſſay towards promoting all neceſſary and uſeful Know- 
Ah, "tis Obſervable that Fobn Milton, who ſo virulently defam'd his 
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in tis fully ſhewn,” that Al the Reformed Churches abroad, emphatcy 


Acconnt'; which clearly ſhews; the Church of North-Britain, was not 1. 


commonly eſteem'd for his Paradiſe Loft) yet have I | 


And goes on thus, afterwards 3 = 


Reformed” Churches, &c. And Memoirs of Denmark. The many 7, 
therein contained, our Diſſenters can never Anſwer or Gainſay; nay, the 


Condemn their Separation. 172 
May the Diſſemers therein ſee and conſider, what p. 12, 12, 14, Cy 
Beza, Gualter, Caſaubon, Bochart, Capellus, Mr. Claude, Mr. Le Hoppe, 
Mr. Gehen, by Durell, are'obſerv'd to Write moſt expreſsly againſt then 
See Biſhop Halls Epiſcopicy, Cc. And the Biſhop of / 7; x; 


tiently Covern d by Pregbyters. | 


4 % 
9. 


1 


. ; : \ TH y . 4. "4 . * 6 * | ; | 
74 1 2 | 


T, ouching a pretended Gift of Prayer ; Refuſal of the Cree 
Gentile Honour; and Dejecting Melanchol, 


r 


— — 


1 F theſe Subjects I ſhall treat now but brief 
I and before I proceed thereto, give me leave 
; obſer ve, that tho the Author of Second Thy 
concerning Human Soul, in his Preface to Abramideis, ſee 
to ſpeak of J. M. as one of a notable Genius; (as he 


Cauſe to think he ever abhorred His Slanderous and Scun 
lous Defenſio ; in Anſwer to Salmaſius: And I would ad 
that that Author ſeems f therein to have fairly relinquil 
his Notions and Opinions'in his Second Thoughts, and Gra 
Eſſay, &c. For that Heroic Poem begins thus, with { 
humble Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt ; | 


Eternal Spirit of that Bleſs'd Abode, 
Where the Tri-une, and Cocternal God; 


Jo the Tri-une—Arcane Divinity, 
Which under Covert then of Matter la y, 


Meaning it of God's appearing to Abraham; repreſentl 
as he ſays, the Trinity, by Three Perſons of Argil. A 


mane Underſtanding is ſo weak, that when it endeavours 
ry, into the Nature of Almighty GOD, we are forc'd to 
Woreſs ir by (ſuch Woras as theſe, as he there mentions,) In- 
te, Immenſe, Immaterial, Incomprehenſible, Omnipotence, 
ipreſence, &c. having before ſaid, _ Lie 
Eternal Spirit, and Co eternal God : REES 
And ſpeaking of the Burial of the Body, he adds thus con- 
Frning the Soul of Man, which he there calls an Immortal 
, implying its Survival, as AO an Yr 
Except his Noble Soul, that ſeparate Spright 1 27 
Much feeds on Thought, and bass in Heavenly Ligbt. 
his ſaid Notes expreſly acknowledging farther, that the 
tional Soul, when the Body dies, can't be ſaid to vaniſh in- 
the Air, or be Annihilated, but according to its Spiritual Na- 
e, it retires to ſome other place, un- touch'd and unhurt 
any humane Power. : Ss, 
Let me tell alſo, that even whilſt thoſe Thoughts poſſeſs'd 
z Soul, I'm aſſur'd his Heart was ſeriouſly and conſtantly en- 
red even in Family Devotions; and that he did ne'er neg- 
the Bleſſed Sacrament; as too many Others griev- 
Oo 3 vu 
And now could I heartily wiſh, that, ſince I may juſtly ſay, 
cuit utile dulci, in his Abramideis; he would ſoon proceed 
Exemplify the faithful Patriarch, in the Life of Foſepb ;, as 
a . " has therein ſo done it, in thoſe of Abraham, 1/aac 
400. 6 | WE IG 
This being premis'd ; it may be thought ſomewhat unac- 
untable that Men of great Parts, as Mr. H. formerly; and 


ne time that they own'd an Eternal Being, ſeem to-deny 
Immaterial Subſtance; as if the Se& of the Materialiſts 


.. 6. by the latter meaning Angels; and our Souls; as 
F- Hammond interprets: it; and allo, moſt emphatically, of 
c Inviſible GOD; 1 Tim. vi. 16, who, as the Prophet Je- 
iah ſaith, filleth Heaven and Earth; and whom the Heaven 


, Infinite, Glorious Spirit, Pſal. xciii. 2. Jobn Iv. 4. 
But the Truth is, when any Men of great Abilities in other 
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The POSTSCRIPT: 47 
his Obſervations on the fourth Boot, he confeſſeth, that 


Lof late, and the ſaid Author, ſhould ever once at the 
0 Reaſon to believe no more than they can ſee: When the 
uy Scriptures expreſsly tell em of Viſible and Inviſible things; 
Heavens cannot contain; 1 Kings viii 27. being an Eter- 


ues grow too Philoſophically curious in Matters of Aciig | 
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ice moſt Solemaly declared, to obviate or prevent all Dy 


Found 'em; in their Catechiſm. | | 


of the Separation; there is no Promiſe that ſuch a Gift M0 


 Preſumprios, and mult render Men (4) liable to fe 0 


_ : 


they are apt to be delighted with ſome extraordinary e 
ceits ; and then have at the Creed as an unreaſonable Impoſtin 
tho' the Apoſtle ſpeaks expreſsly of holding faſt the fon 
found Words, which Timothy had heard of him, 2 Epiſt. Chg, 
v. 13.mbich Words, as other the like imply alſo, muſt, as b U 
(1) remark'd, neceſſarily be meant of and import a Cree 4; | 
Summary of the Chriſtian Faith: Which being proved | 
Scripture, all Chriſtians are bound to believe in order 10 5 
o „ 

This grand Point, the Learned Arch-Biſhop Uſv- li 


matical Exceptions as to the Fundamental Truths of Cj 
Religion ;, obſerving that the Carholick Church admitted ng 
into her Communion but upon an acknowledgment of all 
Articles of the Creed; that tho? the Creed were briefer th 
now it is, the form ſomewhat different alſo, yet it wa 
Subſtance the ſame every where: And that ſome things th 
be, the Knowledge whereof is abſolutely Neceſſiry to Sa 
tion; ſo that from the explicire Faith and actual Kune 
theſe things, which (2) he terms Fundamental Truths, nothi 
can excuſe, but ſuch an Incopacity as is found in Infant N 
turals, and Diſtracted Perſons : Which the Free-thinking & 
might have juſtly Obſerv'd. = PG 

How unreaſonably then did Maſter Hobs, and Tutor l 
alſo aſſert, that there is but one Article of Faith requir( 
namely, that Jeſus is the Meſſiah or Son of God; unlelst 
One (Article ſeems not Senſe here l) Propoſition may bet 
teem'd ſo very Pregnant as to include the Subſtance of ! 
CREED, As the latter of the two being preſs'd, at len 
own'd it did, as needs he muſt, by juſt Conſequence; 
Scripture ſometimes ſummarily repeating what is there mt 
largely expreſsd : So that the Young half-bred Student 
would talk ſuch things oe'r at their Tipling-Clubs, may p. 
ceive that the Philoſopher was forc d to leave them, & 


As to Extempore Prayer, by the Spirit ; That taking K 


be continued iu the Church ; as their Licentious (3) Rami 
&c. might well Evizce: But a Text or two, 1s pert 
Miſmterprered, that . perſuades People to conceit /o ; i00l 
to depend ſo on immediate Inſpiration, is manifeſtly à W 
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* 


POSTSCRIPT. as 

| and Satenical Deluſions ; and it has been ſhewn (5) plain- 
enough (ſeveral times) that the Antient Church, the Apo- 
alſo, and the Primitive Church, us'd pre- compos'd Forms 
ommon- Prayer; which the Congregation was accuſtom'd to, 
d both as to the Matter and Words, throvghly acquainted 
i; and all Chriſtians, Eaſt acd Welt, did and do ſtill uſe 
m in Publick; and do none of them, ſaid Learned and 
wout Dr, Comber, pray by the Spirit? 

And yet Rom: viii. 26, will, I trow, be again Wreſted to 
it forry Purpoſe ; The Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirtnities (or 
ifreſſes) for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought 5 
t the Spirit itſelf makerth Interceſſion jor us with Groanings 
ichcannot be utter d; or, unutter'd Groans, as Dr. Ham- 
ind has it: Now, if any one well in his Wits, will upon 
ating that Paraphraſe, (which ſhews clearly how ir rela- 
tu to that Time of Tribulation) ſay, that that Text is any 
ing to their purpoſe, at leaſt, for Extempore Solemn Pray- 
by the Spirit; I would ſoon humbly ask his Excuſe; tor 
What | have, ſo juſtly urg'd againſt 17. 
loeed add nothing here concerning the Croſs in Bapriſm, 
r Kneeling at the Holy Communion ;, r:marking only, that 
he late Ring leader of the Presbyterians ſays thus; For kneel- 
I never heard any thing yet to prove it Unlawſul : Aud if it be 
fal to take a Pardon from the King upon our Knees, I know 
ot what can make it Unlamſul, to take a Sealed Pardon from 
briſt (by bis Embaſſador) upon our Knees, 
Towards the Cloſe of the Preface, | was ſpeaking of a juſt 
elf-preſervation ; Which Paragraph may poſlibly be perverted 
a wilful or unwary Reader, to Countenance Duels or pri- 
ute Combate ; tho? it were ſhewn very plainly and fully, near 
n (6) Hundred Years ago, that it is the Relulc ouly of 
pretended, Gentile Honour, at beſt ; deriv'd chiefly from a 
oſt preſumptuous kind of Superſt:tious Barbariſm; when 
he Goths and Vandals had (about the Sixth Century) over- 
an the Divided Empire, aboliſh'd its Laws, and ſet up ma- 
j ſtrange and Rude Cuſtoms in their room: This kind off 
ploogſhed being quite contrary, as well to the Old as the ||| 
ew Teftament ; nor indeed was it ever once allow'd, or || 
Mt permitted, in any Cafe, in any more ci vil part of the 
orld, (as the Laws and Cyſtoms of Greece and Rome will! 
vince) that Subjects might, in any private way, ſeek each 
let's Bleod ; li not being to the purppſe of ſuch 7 = 4 


„ 0 Thel NOS SC RI I. 

Men, that the Event of a Battle hath ſometimes been wy 

upon Single Combat, to avoid the farther Effuſion of jy: 

as God himſelf once, at leaſt ſeem'd to: encourage it, for hi 
People's ſake, to the Routing of their Enemies ; nor wi 
Abner's ſlaying Aſchel, who would fo deſperately purſue hin 
flying from the Barrel, ſerve to Vindicate any ſuch Comb 

tants. | 1 

I would only repeat how God, to teſtify his Abhorrence 9 


Murtber and all unlawful Blood- ſued, and to deter the 5 J 
from it, required, that he that ſmote a Man, ſo that he died | 
(tho? he intended but to hart) ſhould. be put to Death; Ex, N 
Numb. xxxv. 16, 17, 18. And our Bleſſed Lord will nu er 
permit his Diſciples to ſpeak over-haſtily one to another; Min 
expreſsly requires in #s Gentleneſe, Meekneſs, Patience, Hit 
mility, Love of Enemies, a0. rendring Evil for Evil, or NH 
ing for Railing; 1 Pet, iii. 9. doing good to them that hate uw, 60 
&c. Matt. v. 44. And let em remember what our Ai 
faith, Dearly beloved, Avenge not your ſelves, but ratler gut 

| Place unto Wrath: for it is Written, Vengeance is mine, Ini er 
repay faith the LORD. Rom. xil. | | A 
Beſides the point of miſtaken Honour, which hath occai ir 
on'd ſo much Blood ſhed of late; Diſdain to ſeem to do ord 
ſulſer any thing for fear of Death, hath conduced to many ih 
Tout h's ſhameful Death: But I need not now (referring H 
to that Diſcourſe) inſiſt on the accurſed Raſhneſs thereof. ch 

I ſhall then Conclude briefly, with moft humble Advice ti 


any that may uncomfortably Labour under Dejecting Melan 
choly; which hath been juſtly thought, in part, to induce ma 
ny a one to lay Violent Hands on themſelves : Whereas ths 
Holy Scripture plainly jaſtructs us, that we are fo far from 
having Power to Diſpoſe of another Man's Life, that we att 
not Lerds of our Own: Only GOD, and the Magiſtratt ul 
der Him, may diſpoſe of them. A 
But the Evil one is ever ready, in this ſad Inſtance all 
to Tempt Men to miſunderſtand a Text or two likewiſ ; a 
rhat of Prov. xviii. 14. A Wounded Spirit who can bear! A 
if they did well in giving themſelves up ro Deſponaency, 0 
Melancholy and Deſtruction; whereas it is only a compari 
tive Obſervation; That the Grief ar Trouble of Heart 0! 
Mind is not ſo ſdon or eaſily remedied, as the Diſcales 
=_ Diſtempers of the Body may be; not that either of them! 
= fo, without the- Divine Bleſſing/; which muſt be humbly and 
we © devoutly ſought for {till in faithful Prayer. Ti 
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The laſt Behaviour and Fact of Sampſon alſo, in his great 


refs and Anguiſh, may be 10 Satavically ſuggeſted too, in 
4 2 or any other deep or fore Trouble or Afliction; tho? 
-ould not in any Reaſon be eſteem'd as Exemplary, becauſe 

Sacred Story thereof clearly ſhews that he pull'd the 


. His Caſe was Singular: And Holy Job is the Pattern 
Patience and Reſignation, in our greatelt Anguiſh and Ca- 
5” ? | 

* cometh into the World upon (7) God's Buſineſs, and 
erefore mult ſtay therein till the Lord calls him thence a- 
n: AS Tally, tho? much miſtaken as to the thing itſelf, very 
168) Obſerv'd; Vetat Deus injiſſu hinc nos ſuo demigrare ; 


gbt Die, 1 Kings xix. and the Apoſtle St. Paul had, as he 
th, a deſire to depart this Life; Phil. i 23. but tho' they 
th had enough of the Miſeries of this Sinful World, yer 
ej patiently waited God's good time. 0 
And now, obſerving that all Melancholy Perſons, or De- 
ted Spirits ſhould ſeaſonably conſult both the (9) Phyſician 


one the (10) Divine, uſe conſtant Prayer, and good Company 
iy: I ſhall cloſe this tedious ſad Diſcourſe, with what a 
en ned and Fions Perſon humbly ſaid, when he firſt heard of 


Ich a Self-deſtruttion ;, Lord, laid tie, have Mercy upon us, 
d give us Grace; for what are we when God forjakes us! 


Quotations 


ſe on his own Head for the Deſtruction of his Enemies; 
ingly not without God's help, and for His Glory; Judg, 


d we read, the Prophet Elijah requeſted of the Lord that be 
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Quotations and Obſervations 
Upon the POSTSCRIPT 


4 Bramideis ; Inſcribed to the Right Honourab 
(® A Lord Hallifax. 1 , p *J 
(1) The Reverend Dr. Bayly's Sermon on 2 Tim. i. 
Preach'd ar the Requeſt of——M#inſton Eſq; High Sheriff of f 
County, 1712. ot | | 
(2) See his Grace's excellent Diſcourſe of the Unity of the call 
lick Faith, &c. Preach d before King Fames the I. 1624, | 
(3) Biſhop Patricks Devout Chriſtian Inſtructed how to Pr u 
give Thanks, & c. Preface. \ Dy 
(4) The Plain Man's Gift of Prayer; by the Reverend Mr, b. 
ington. bp 7 
7G) The Reverend Mr. Bennet's Diſcourſe of Joint Prajer, & 
Together with Dr. Comber's pious Diſcourſes on the Common pri 

Dedicated to the (then) Princeſs ANNE, by Him, being one of 
Chaplains, 1684. 

(s) The Learned and Pious Mr. Hales's Sermon of Duel, & 
on Num. xxxv. 23. Preach'd at the Hague, to the Right Honoy 
ble Sir D. Carlton, Lord Embaſſador, 1618. 

\. (7) See the (aid Diſcourſe, againſt Self. Murther alſo. 
(8) Tuſc. Quæſtiones. PR. | 
(9) Riverius of Aliment. and Excrem. Melancholy. 
(10) See The Art of Contentment And it may not be, any of 

Day, Unſeaſenable for all ſuch Perſons eſpecially, to remember] 

and devour Simeon's Behaviour, and Hymn; Nunc Dimittis; L 
ji. 25, 29. Never once forgetting the Prophets, and the 41 
Example aforeſaid. 
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3 ERR ATA, 

I the Title read Prophaneneſs. line 13. r. inſerted. P. 5. I. penult à 
a Comma after thought P. 8. l. 5. r. Heretick. P. 11. l. 14. r. Hereti 

P. 13.1. 28. add Comma after come. P. 15. 1. 26. Ditto, after Prov? | 

I. 10. r. Philoſophy. p. 23. 1. 18 r. under our Senſes, p 31. l. 26. f. nt 


1. penult. add Comma aſt. me. p 36. 1. 18. dele the Point aft. /b. J. 2) 
our. I. 31. dele the pointing after bold Perſpicuoul 


have happen d ſome Omiſſons, which the 
Reader 15 deſir d to ſupply in the manner 
Hage 47. after line 17. Incert 
Of the Immortality of the Soul. 


A ND ſurely, here to ſuperſede any Natural, or 

even Moral Topicks, as not being Juſt or Sa- 
tsfactory to us in the leaſt, in compariſon of the 
dacred Revelations) relating to the Immortality of the 


knowledge it, that will bur conſideringly read and 
ecard the few following Texts only; Gen: it: 17, 


Die: Which, in any Natural Senſe, cannot be meant 
df the Soul; becauſe a Spirit can't die. Chap. iii. 16. 
Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return: Which 
uſt- be alſo underſtood of that Death of the Body 
dnly; becauſe tis plain, from Chap. ii. 7. that the 
pol was not form'd of the Dust: And Job xxxiv. 


bod gather unto himſelf bis [Man's] Spirit, and bis 
Ireath, Eccleſ. xii. 7- Then ſhall che Duſt return to 
he Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall return to God 
Pho gave it, Which will ſurely tend farther alſo to 


uit, a 
Jeretlc 
ve 0.2 
„on 


| . 25 


a 9 e Lk 


agb the Abſence of the Author, there 


Sal of Man, every unprejudicd Mind mult needs 


In the Day that thou eatef thereof thou ſhalt ſarely | 


14. may prove a juſt kind of Argument, ad hominem 
t leaſt, in Anſwer to That drawn from thence, viz. 


Fllnce the ſo different Nature of our Soul and Body, _ 


* 


—— 
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And rather than one ſhould fall | into the none 


that 
gorth Downward to the Earth? Gen. i. 26, 27. Ms 


and then how can the Immortality of it be reaſo- 


28. concerning the caſting into, and deſtruQtion sf 


the Revival of the Widow of Zarephath's Son; nor 


at the Transfiguration ; I would briefly Remark, 


tells us expreſly, 2 Tim. i. 10. Chriſt 


# 
E ene 


C44) 


and abſurd Frame of any Thinking Matter, for t 
Soul of Aan; it might ſeem more probable that 
Spirit of Brutes were Immaterial; but yet Naturally 
Inſeparable and Extinguiſhable; as Chap. iii. »; 
may well intimate; Who Knoweth the Spirit of Mu 
goeth Upward, and the Spirit of the Beaſt tha 


ſes tells us, That God, who is Immortal, or Incor- 
ruptible, 1 Tim. i. 17. made Man in his on 
Image and Likeneſs: Which muſt relate to the 
Soul, (not the Body, becauſe GO D has none) and 
moſt pertinently ſignifie ſome Spiritual reſemblance 
of the Divine Nature, as well as its Perfection; 


nably denied? And Luke xii. 4, 5. with Matth. x: 


both Soul and Body in Hell [# yeiw9] may be thoupht 
an additional Proof thereof to an Unprejudiced Mind. 


Not now needleſly to recolle& ( tho? not Imper- 
tinent) the Stories of Enoch and Elias; nor that of 


_B ©. £ _ 


yet to repeat the Apparition of Moſes with Elia 


wy 


that the real or ſuppos'd Diſcourſe between Abra. 


ham and the Rich Epicure, in the Goſpel, Luke xvi 


might be juſtly alledg'd to confirm the proof of &. 
parate Souls; and what elſe can be meant, but the 
immediate Happineſs of the Souls of them that di- 
in the Lord; by that mention of the Spirits of Jul 
Men made perſet, Heb. xii. 23. And our Apoffle 
hath aboliſh'l 
Death, and brought Life and Immortality to light 
by the Goſpel ; that is, made a clear Revelation of 
that Life and Immortality which was not before 10 
certainly Revealed: And as for the Goſpel Ng 

g | | thexcol, 


thereof, we have it well ſet forth in a compleat 


# Diſcourſe concerning the Happineſs of Good Men, 
and the Puniſhment of the Wicked, in the next 
World. ̃ f 
I will Praiſe thee O Loxo, for I am fearfully an 
wonderfully made; marvellous are thy Works, 
and that my Soul knoweth right well. 
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+ See that Diſcourſe by the late Dean of St. Paul's, 


ERRATA: 


Ref. pag. v. for Genleman's Religion, read Gantleman's. of 
Noble-man's Religion. g 
p. x. I. for and r. on. | 
p. 42. I. 23. for E,, - r. d , e-. ESE reg 
P. 48. in the Poſtſcript, for Students, read Pupils. p. 49. I. 19. 
add Calvin compos d a Set Form of Prayer for the Church of Ge- 
deva, and ftill us dthe ſame Prayer in the Pulpit: And Biza like wiſe; 
and fo did Dr. Whittaker, Dr. Cbadderton, and Mr. Perkins alſo, 
whom the Diſſenters ſeem d to Efteem highly enough. | 


b. 52. after (10) See the Art of Contentment, add, And Biſhop | 


purick z Prayer there, upon One's Birth-P.y, 
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A Sermon Preach'd before Their Excellen- 
[ cies the Right Honourable and Right 
"Reverend John, Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord 
-Privy-Seal, and the Right Honourable Thomas, 
Earl of Strafford, Ambaſſador Extraordinary to 
the States General of the United Provinces; 
Her Majeſty's Plenipotentiaries at the Conorci 
of Utrecht; upon Eaſter Sunday, April is. 1713. 
Being the Sunday after the Signing of the Gene- 
ral Peace. By Jobn Myvil, A. M. Chaplain to 
the Right Honourable and Right Reverend Jobs, 
Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord Privy=Seal. Pub- 
liſb'd by their Excellencies Cotymand, 


Printed for Ne Childe, at the White-Hart, the 
Weſt· end of St. Pauls London. 
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